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PREFACE. 


In offering this little volume to the Public, I 
consider it right to mention that it was, a few 
months ago, sent to Paris as a Descriptive Cata- 
logue of a collection of Native Drugs, which I 
had tlie honor of contributing to the Universal 
Exhibition then open in that city. While the Ca- 
talogue was yet in ])ress, some portions of it were 
sliewn by me to Dr. Green, the Principal Inspector 
General of the Medical Department, who thought 
that it might also serve a useful purpose by being 
placed in the hands of medical men in this country ; 
and kindly encouraged me to print a lai’ger number 
of copies than I originally contemplated, offering, 
on behalf of Government, to take six hundred copies 
for distribution amojig Government medical officers, 
both European and Native, at the Presidency and 
Mofiissil stations. I am thus indebted to Dr. 
Green’s liberal views for the appearance of this work 
in its present foi'm. I consider it, however, due 
to those into whose hands it may fall, that I should 
disclaim any originality as regards the descriptions 
given of the several articles included in it. They 
have been mostly taken, though after much con- 
densation, from Sir. W. B. O’Shaughnessy’s Bengal 
Dis])ensatory, Waring’s Tlierapeutics, and' his list of 
Indigenous Drugs, Drury’s Useful Plants of India, 
the Madras Quarterly Journal, the Indian Annals 
of Medical Science, and various other woi’ks to 
which reference was necessary. But it has been 
my delight to prosecute the study of Native Drugs, 
for some years past, with the aid of these works, 
and to note the points in which, according to my 
experience, any of the Drugs, or any classes of them, 
presented properties different to those described in the 
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works above-mentioned. I have thus been able to give, 
in addition, in the present volume, the results of my 
personal observations, in I’cspect to the articles already 
brought under the cognizance of English I’hysicians, 
and to introduce into it many new articles, of Avhich 
the use and properties had been hitherto either 
wholly unknown or not sufficiently ascertained. 

The subject has been before me continuously for 
the last five or .six years. My first collection of 
Native Drugs Avas sent to the International Exhi- 
bition held at London, in the year 18()2, and my 
latest inquiries Avere embodied in a series of papers 
contributed by me to the Indian IMedical Gazette, 
under the heading of “Indigenous Drugs.” Mo.st of 
the descriptions there given have been also transferred 
verbatim to these pages, though it Avould have been 
moio satisfactory, if 1 could liave found leisure to 
Avi'ite them anew and enter into greater details. But 
the work as now given to the Public is yet far from 
being perfect, as it is impossible that in a field so 
vast, one can, at any time, bring his enquiries to a 
close — ncAV olAjccts will constantly spring up to Anew 
unexpectedly enlarging and modifying the field of in- 
A"e.8tigation. But this much can be said at present, 
that tlie following pages embrace all the Native Drugs 
Avhich hav'e found a place in the British J ’barraacopa'ia, 
and nearly all Avbicli arc in daily use as remedial 
agents among the Natives of this country, and 1. shall 
feel myself sufficiently rewarded for my labours in thus 
bi'inging them together, if tlic present volume excites 
en(|uiry among my brother practitioners as to the 
uses of the articles brought to their notice, for, by 
this means, Avhile their real properties Avill be more 
definitively known, the A^alue of doubtful ones Avill 
be either confirmed or altogether exploded. The 
great end to be desired in this iuqAortant study 
is the .substitution, as far as possible, of cheap Native 
Drugs for costly English Medicines, and it can be 
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attained only by a careful and diligent investigation 
of the properties of the fomier in all parts of the 
country wlierever they tnay he found. The follow- 
ing are some of the most important Drugs, arranged 
in their physiological classification, which I consider 
call for an immediate tn'al of their properties; I have 
myself, within my limited practice, found them as bene- 
ficial and efficacious as English Medicines. 


Anthelm entio. 

Butca Erondosa (Seeds) — Piduspap-' 
ra. 

Coil}- za A n tli cl in cn t i cm — Somraz, 
Kinbelifi Uihes — l}iruvga. 

K< ) <: t Ic ra Tine tor i a. — Ka m ola-tjoor ee. 
Wrightia Antidvscutcricii (Seeds) — 
Indrajuh. 

Astringents. 

A e.ea e i a A nil n ea — Ba hhir-chaul, 
Cajsalpiriiti 8a, | ipau — Bu/tum. 
Diospvros Kinbryopteris — Gauh, 
Einbliea Oflicinalis — 4.mla. 

G iirei Ti in M a.n g( )S tan a — M anposteen. 
Tenni rial ia Cbcbnla — 11 urrcv,-tnkec. 
Wriglitia Aiitidysciiteriea (Cortex) 
•—Koorchec. 

DrMTM .CENTS AND EmOIJ.IENTS. 

Arac h i s 1 1 v] x igiea — Ch i na-badam. 
O)cos N uci t’era — Natxole. 

Cydoiiia V ulg ari.s — Bihedanna, 

G y nocard ia ( )d ( ii’Mta — Cha ulmvogra . 

0 t mum 15 a s i 1 i c ui 1 1 — Ba bvoye-iool - 

she-beej. 

1 *lanf ago I spagliula — EmpgooL 

DiArilOUETXCS AND EMimcs. 

C ■a.l ( > t r oi) i s G i ga 1 1 1 e a — A h u nd, 

(^^ri II urn Asiati emu — Burro-kanoor, 
V ioi a O d oi'ata — Ba nopsha . 

Diuretic. 

Cissampolos ITexandra — Neemooka. 

( % >ce u 1 n .s ( Jonl i f o 1 i us — Gulu nvha, 

(y ue urn is Saf i v u.s — Su-s/nt, 

C ue urn i s IJ ti Jissi i ir u s — Kanh (M>r, 
Dipterocarjius Lajvis — Gurjnn-iel. 
Tedallum Mnrex — Burro-yolihoora, 

EMENAGlXiUE. 

Aristolodiia Indica — Lsarmool 


Purgatives. 

Cl i tor ia Ter riatea — Upara^j ita* 

J ponn;ea Tm’fletb n m — Teonte. 
l*harbitis Nil — Kalla-damiJu 
Pliarbitrs (Shapnssimdo ^^-Shapm-^ 
sundo. 

Terriiinalia(>hcbula — Javyie-^lJurric^ 
tuhee. 

Triehosauthes Timniii^PulhuU. 
Kijbefaciants. 

Anacard i um Occidoi i talc — Illdyke^ 
badam. 

IVIori n ga 1 ' te r vgos fie r rn a — S uj ee.na , 

M y labris C ie] u n' i i — 7 \dlui. 

I M urn l)ag< > llosea — ImU-cU i.flra* 
Plumbago Zeylanica — ('lutla. 

1 ^sor:a}(.’:a ( lo ry 1 i f’o 1 ia — Buf-vhee. 
8<.‘meearpus An aeai'd iuiii — Bhalatuk. 

SlALOGOGUE. 

Anthemis Py re tli ruin — ■ AAa rkora . 
Tonic — Bitter. 

A ei >11 i turn 1 1 otcroph v 1 1 n m — A tees. 
And r< )gra | j 1 1 is 1 *ai i i cub i t;i \ — Ka Im ey, 

A zailiraelita 1 ud it^a.—A7/w, 
lierlx'rrs I ei um — lio.souL 
Gmsalpi nia Bond ue — Kitikurirrjfu 
C lerodeiidroii V iscosu n i. -~-Bhant, 

C< >eeu] us Cor< 1 ifol i us — Guhinviia. 
Cojitis I'et^ta — Mi'aneeteeta. 
Ojreliorus Olitorius — iMlitapat. 
DiifTa JCehinata — Bundul. 

Oldenlaml ia Bilb ii’a — Khat-papura. 
Prieuim maiithe Kurroo — Kunoo, 

8oyi nida Pe bril'uga — liohun . 

— Nervine. 

Nardo.stae.liys Jutaumnsi -^SumbuL 
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For facility of reference, I have given an index of 
the technical, as well as the vernacular, names of the 
Drugs, the former appearing in large, and the latter 
in small, type, at the head of each article in the text. 

In the preparation of this work, I have received 
much valuable assistance from my friend and colleague 
Baboo Dwai'kanautli Mookerjee, House Physician, 
Medical College Hospital, who has taken equal in- 
terest with me in this subject, and to whom my most 
cordial acknowledgments are, therefore, due. There 
are no doubt others who equally recognise the 
impoi'tance and value of Native Drugs, and they, I 
hope and trust, will contribute their quota to the 
furtherance and progress of this interesting study. 


Iv. L. Dev. 


Calcutta Meutcal College, | 
October, 1867. j 



ERRATA. 

Page 15, first line, for “ Uypogaea,” read Ilypogoea. 

„ 18, 27, 31, and 43, omit “ or” between the Vernacular names. 

„ 40, 17th line from top, for ‘‘ Rannnculaceie,” read KatmncidaeeaJ. 

„ 46, 8th line from top, for “ Zingcberacete,” read Zingiberaccfe. 

„ 46, 20th line from top, for ‘‘ Zingeberaeete,” read Zingiberacea?. 

„ 50, 9th line from bottom, for “ Tooslce,” read Toolsec. 

,, 54, 14tli line from top, for “ arc ” read is. 

„ 54, 15 til line from top, for “those ” read that. 

„ 114, 11th line from bottom, for “ Antcperiodic,” read Antipcriodic. 
„ 128, 7th line from top, for “ Saponi.s,” read Sapo. ^ 
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Aconitum Nepali us 
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THE 


INDIGENOUS DRUGS 

OP 

INDIA. 


ABELMOSCHUS ESCULENTUS. 

DllKNUOOS, IlniXDEA, KAM-'n’IiAV. 

The plant Ahelnioscluis l''.sculcntiis, ottlu' ii.ntiirjil 
ordei’ Malvacea;, has h»ng- been iiaturtilized in, and 
extensively cultivated througliont, India. 

The wliole j)larit, ])art!cnlarly the capsnl(!s, is »‘e.. 
pletc with muck mild mucilage. I'he ]>o(!s ai't' large- 
ly used l)y tlie natives of this country for culiinmy 
purposes. 

Mi’dlcinal jyropertlen . — IS’ utj’itious, deniulcen t, and 
eniolli(!tit. The young cay)sule,s, when boiled, yield 
a considerable (juantity of nmcilagt}, which is used 
i’or thiclcening sou|)S. It acts also as a mild and 
pleasant denmlcent in allaying the constant irri- 
tation of cough, so that it is used both as a reujedi- 
al agent and an article of food. The lea^<,^s are 
employed in prci)aring emollient poultice. 

Preparniion . — Decoction : 

Yomig ca])sule ... 4 ounces, 

Watc'r ... one j)int, 

Boil twenty minutes and strain. 

Dose — ad llbUimu 

IVice, 2 annas per lb. 
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ABl^ijfS PRECATORIUS— Coa»<ryZj<7Kon<-e. 

GinmCHI, KoON GaDH-HATTEE, KAICA-CIIINCiri. 

The root of the Ahms Precatorius, of the natural 
order Leguminos®, is ased fresh or dried. It con- 
tains a moderate quantity of sugar, and is a perfect 
substitute for liquorice in every respect. 

Medicinal _properrie6-.— Demulcent. The watery 
extract is very useful in relieving obstinate cough, 
it can be used like liquorice as an adjuvant to decoc- 
tions or iiritating vegetable substances. 

Preparation. — Extract— Koonch root in coarse 

{ )owdev ; macerate in water lor 12 houi’s, and perco- 
ate ; heat it to the boiling point ; strain and 
evaponate. Dose, half to one drachm. 

Syrup. — Fresh bruised koonch root ... 2 ounces. 

' Water ... one pint 

Boil for half an hour, strain, add sugar-candy 
SoK., boil till it thickens. ■ ^ • 

Price, 3 annas per lb. 


ACACIA ARABICA. 

Babula, Gursoondek, Kalikeker, 

The gum obtained from Acacia Arabica, of the 
natural order Leguminos®. This tree is very com- 
mon all over India, and yields abundance of gum of 
similar, though somewhat infeiior, pi'operties to those 
of tlie Acacia Vera. The bai’kis a powerful astrin- 
gent, and its decoction is largely used as a substi- 
tute for that of Oak bark^ with great success and 
efficacy. 

Price, 1 rupee 4 annas per lb. 



ACACIA CATECHU. 

Khaie, Kuril. 

The extract prepared from the root and leaves of 
Acacia Catechu, of the natural order LeguminOsm; 
It is manufactured in large quantities, and by dif- 
ferent methods, in different parts of India. Accord- 
ing to Davy’s Analysis, the best sample of it has 
been found to consist of tannic acid 54, extractive 
34, mucilage 6, and earthy matter 5 per 100. It is 
available in the Indian bazars in square or round 
pieces weighing from 2 to 4 oz., and in' some places 
in large masses also. 

Medicinal properties . — Astringent and tonic, much 
used in medicine, in combination with aromatic and 
earthy substances, in the form of powder aq,d tinc- 
ture. 

Price, 2 rupees per lb. 


ACALYPHA INDiCA. 

Mooktajhookee. 

The plant Acalypha Indica, of the natural order 
Euphorbiaceie, is a common annual in Indian gardens. 
The decoction of the leaves is reported to be a laxa- 
tive, and the root bruised in water, a cathartic. 

Price, 5 annas per lb. 


ACHYRANTHES ASPERA. 

IIPAEG, Cnm-CiiiKA. 

The plant Achyranthes Aspera, of the natui’al ordm* 
Amanuitaceas, is very common in all parts of India, 
and is highly extolled by the natives as an antidote 
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for the hites of poisonous animals. The seeds are used 
in hydrophobia and in cases of snake-bites. The 
flowering tops, rubbed witli sugar and made into pills, 
are administei’ed to persons bitten by mad dogs. The 
leaves rubbed into a pulp are applied to the bites of 
scorpions and centipedes, witli alleged efficacy. 

Medicinal propf^ties. — Diui*etic. Acts very mild- 
ly on the kidney, and tends to increase its secre- 
tion. Has been occasionally found efficacious in 
dropsical effusions depending on renal diseases. The 
natives, after burning the plant, mix its ashes with 
conjee water and give it to patients affected witli 
dropsy. To saline substances present in the aslies 
niay be ascribed the greater portion of its beneficial 
effects. 

Preparation . — Decoction : , 

ITpang ... 2 ounces. 

Winter . . , jiints 

Boil doAvn to a pint, and strain. 

Do.'ie.— l to 2 oz., repeated according to effect. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


ACONITUIVI HETEROPHYLLUM. 

Atees. 

Tlie root of the plant Aconitum Heterophyllum, 
of the natural order Ranunculacece, has been long 
known in Indian medicine as a tonic and aphro- 
disiac. It occurs in abundance in the lofty 
mountains of Choor, Shalnia, and Kedarnauth ; but 
Captain Lowther says, that Atees grows chiefly 
in the Deccan, especially in Guzerat, whence it is 
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conveyed to Indore. It is chiefly used in the form of 
powder, which is a fine white substance, with an ift- 
tensely bitter taste, and from which a very hitter 
extract may he prepared. The dried tuher of As- 
paragus samientosus (Sootamooli), an insipid and 
perfectly inert substance, is commonly sold in the 
bazars of Bengal under the name of Atecs. The true 
Atees is intensely hitter, slightly astringent, and with 
abundant farina which is free from any noxious 
quality. It has been largely used in the Medical 
College Hospital and in other medical charities 
of Bengal and Northern India, and the experience 
of eminent authorities has led to its being considered 
as a valuable febrifuge and liitter tonic in the 
absence of quinine, though it cannot supply the place 
of the latter. Mr. Heming of Oraie, liowever, ad- 
vocates its use with great ardour. 

Pi'ice, 2 ru 2 >ees 8 annas j)er lb. 


ACONITUM NEPALLUS. 

IVATBISII, MlTlIAZUIIEn. 

The root of this plant, Aconitum Nepallus, of tlie 
natural order Ranunculaceoe, grows in abundance 
in the Hiraalysin mountains, and is procurable at 
a very cheai^ cost in the Indian market. Besides 
its extensive use in Indian medicine, it is frequently 
resorted to as a poison for criminal purposes. All 
the species of Aconite, especially Ferox arid Ne- 
pallus, exercise a very deleterious influence on the 
animal economy, which is attributable to the pre- 
sence of the alkaloid aconitina, and have, therefore, 
been fully treated in all works on toxicology. 

Price, rupees 2 per lb. 
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ACONITUM? 

Kalkoot. 

The root of a species of Aconite differing from 
Nepallus and Ferox by its peculiar smell, is nnich 
used in native medicine. Its virulent properties 
are similar to those of Aconitum Fei’ox. 

Price, 2 rupees per lb. 


ACORUS CALAMUS. 

Boch. 

The plant Acorus Calamus, of the n.atural order 
Acoraccm, is a native of Amboyna, Ceylon, Nepal, 
Kasyah Hills, Malabar, Bourbon, &c. The 'whole 
plant is aromatic, but the root alone preserves 
the flavor on drying. By Tromsdorf’s analysis, it 
was found to contain reddish yellow volatile oil, 
resin, extractive, gummy resinous matter, muriate 
and phosphate of potassa, imuline and fibre. Its 
taste is rather bitter, but stimulant and spicy. The 
Hindoos use it very miicli as a stimulant in flatu* 
leucy and other similar affections. Also used for 
relieving cough. 

Price, 6 annas per lb. 


ADHATODA VASICA, 

Bawkosh. 

The plant Adhatoda Vasica, of the natural order 
Acanthaceoe, grows wild all oyer Ben^. All the 
parts of this plant are bitterish and slij^tly aroma- 



tic, and supposed to be antispasinodic. The Wppd 
is soft, and much esteemed for niakiiig charcoal for| 
gunpowder. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 

/EGLE MARMELOS. 

Pel, SuirnuE. 

' The tree ./digle Marmclos, of the natxu’al order 
Aurantiaceoe, is very common, and considered holy 
by the Hindoos, in almost all pjvrts of India. It 
liowers during the liot season, and the fruit ripens 
after the rains. Its leaves are ternate, and hence one 
of its vernacular names the Tripatra. Jiheede says, 
a decoction of the bark of the root is considered in 
Malabar to be very useful in hypochondriasis, melan- 
choly, and palpitation of tlic Iieart ; and that tlie 
leaves are used in decoction in astlimatic complaints. 
The same author adds, that the unripe fruit is of 
use in diarrluna. The fresh juice of the leaves is 
largely used in Bengal as an aiitibilious and febri- 
fuge, and also as a vehicle of other febrifuges. The 
unripe fruit is roasted and eaten with treacle or sugar 
in chronic dysentery and diarrhma. It is also di- 
vided into small parts and preserved after being dried 
in the sun. A decoction of this, tlxe hel soot% is 
in frequent use among the n.atives as a drink for the 
sick, especially for cases, ol' fever and diarrhoe.a.’ The 
fruit contains a large (quantity of tannin. The ripe 
Iruit is nutiitious, warm, laxative, and of a very 
delicious taste and exquisite fragrance. Its apeiient 
and detersive qualities and its efficax^y in remeying 
habitual costiveness have borne rigid test. The natives 
.also make from the ripe fruit a nice delicious and 
refrigerant wliich they use largely. Its 

use in chronic dysentery and dianhoea is eminently 
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successful, and accordingly various forms of it are 
daily manufactured and consumed to an enomious' 
extent. The jelly-like mucus of the seeds is for 
some purposes a very good cement. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


>ESCHYNOIVIENE SESBAN. 

JoiNTE. 

The .iiEschynomene Sesban, of tlie natui'al order 
Legumin^cB, is very common in India, and yields an 
excellent charcoal tised at the Gunpowder Works at 
Ishapore. Leaves are much used as a poultice to 
promote absorption. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. — Leaves. 


AGATHOTES (OPHELIA) CHIRAYTA. 

ChIRETI’A. 

The plant Agathotes Chirayta., of the natural 
order Gentianacece, is produced chiefly in the lower 
ranges of the Himalyas, and is gathered and 
dried for use Avhen the flowers begin to decay. 
All parts are extremely bitter, and are identical 
in composition with the common gentian, con- 
taining, according to Battley, malic-acid, bitter, 
extractiA^c, resinous niatter, gum, and salts. It is 
liighly esteemed as a tonic and febrifuge all over 
India, and as ‘ one of the fcAV articles,’ says Dr. Mac- 
pherson, ‘ of tlie Indian Materia Medica, Avhich is 
in every respect an adequate substitute for the cor- 
responding European articles, and there is no occa- 
sion for any gentian being imported into India.’ It is 
a very nseful veliicle for other remedies, and given in 
the form of infusion or tincture. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 



AGAVE AIVIERICANA.. 

Rukus. 

The roots of the plant Agave Americana, of the 
natural oi’tler Amaryllidaceaj. This plant has heeii 
long imported from America and naturalized in India. 
Its leaves yield fibres almost equal to the best 
Russian hemp, and manufactui’ed at a very slight 
expense. From its root also is obtained a ligneous 
fibre much used in Madras. This is the comnion 
American aloe plant. The roots are used to adul- 
terate sarsaparillff. 

Medicinal properties. — Diuretic. The roots of 
this plant are employed as a diuretic, and are said 
to possess the anti-syphilitic virtue of sarsaparilla ; 
but whether they really do so is doubtful. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 

ALEURITES TRILOBA. 

JUNGLEE AkUKOTE. 

The nuts of the plant Aleurites Triloba, or tlic Jug- 
lans Camiriiim, of the natural order Euifiiorbiaceie. 
It is a native of the Moluccas, Malay Island, and 
Assam. It is also cultivated in Lower Bengal. The 
kernels are much relished in this country ; they have 
the taste of English walnuts; they yield by expression 
a lai-ge proportion of a very agreeable oil, which is 
supposed to be a good substitute for rape oil. A 
gummy substance exudes from the seeds, which the 
natives of Tahiti are very fond of chewing. 

Medicinal properties .- — The kernels are supjjqsed 
to possess aphrodisiac properties, probably from their 
containing a large quantity of oleaginous substance, 
winch gives a general tone to the system. A mild 
aperient action has also been ascribed to its oil. Dr. 

b 
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Wal ing- dtes Dr, O’Rorlve as an autlioritj for con- 
, siderirjg it as a very mild and safe purgative, if taken 
in doses of one to two ounces. 

Price, 8 annas per 11), 

ALHAGI MAURORUM , — Jlehrettf 3fanna» 

Jawasi, Siioo-thur-khaur, 

The shrub Alhagi Mauroruni, of the natural order 
Leguniinosa}, is a native of the desert of Egypt, 
Syria, Mesopotamia, Persia, and India. There 
exudes from the leaves and branches of this shrub 
a sweet saccharine substance, called the furunj'ehun, 
which many pharmaceutical writers ideiitify with the 
Hebrew manna. The Indian plant, hoAvever, does 
not yield any secretion like the natives of tlie other 
countries mentioned. 

Medicinal properties. — Aperient, Pesembles the 
ash-manna in all respects. 

Price, 4 rupees per 11), 

ALOE INDICA. 

Giirito-koomaree, 

The plant ///rf/m, of the natural order Lil* 
liacew, and several other species of the same genus 
(aloes) have been desci-ibed as possessing in com- 
mon properties belonging to that plant, 'fhe bitter 
inspissated juice constitutes tlie medicinal aloes, 
Mussubber of the Bazar. 

Medicinal properties. — Purgative. The aloes pro- 
duced in this country ;are an adequate substitute for 
pharmacopoeial aloes. 

The viscid mucilage obtained from fresh leaves 
is used by the natives as an excellent demulcent, 
especially in gonoi-rhcea. 
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It enters into the composition of manifold purg* 
ing pills used by Koberajes and other Native prac- 
titioners. 

Price, 12 annas per lb. — Mussubber. 


ALPINIA GALANGA. 

KoOr.TNJUN. • 

The tuber’s of Alpinia (ialanga, of the natural 
order Zingibei’acea>, growing alniudantly in Tra van- 
core, tSouth Coneans, and Chittagong, are faintly 
aromatic, pungent, and somewhat bitter, and are 
sold l)y the name of galangal by native druggists. 
They are used as a substitute for ginger. 

Ib’ice, 4 annas per lb. 


ALSTONIA SCHOLARIA. 

Cmatin.v. 

The plant Alstonia iScliolaria, of the natural order 
Apocvnaceav very abundant in Assam, Travaneore, 
and on the Coromandel Coast. The bark is a powerful 
tonic. Dr. Gibson, of Bombay, has found it useful as 
a febrifuge. It is also much irsed in bowel comjrlaints ; 
bruised and mixed with water is applied to ulcers, 
also over rheumatic pains. Jts bark boiled in oil and 
mixed with bruised cotton seeds, is applied to the 
eai-s in deafness. 

I’rice, 8 annas per lb. 

ALUMEN SULPH. 

FoTElvKEllKK. 

An astringent; used both extenially and inter- 
nally; also used in the arts as a mordant. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 
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AMMONI/E HYDROCHLORA8. 

Nissadul. 

Used Jis an alterative, externally, in lotion; also 
used in the arts for soldering and tinning, &e. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. • 

AMOMUM CARDAMOMUM. 

Illaciiee. 

The Arnomum Cardamomuin, of the natural order 
Zingiberaceai, grows in Java, Sumatra, and the 
mountainous parts of India. Its seed is an aromatic 
and carminative stimulant, but less heating tlian many 
other spices, and forms one of the ingredients of the 
iriasticatorv used throughout India. Both in Indian 
and European medicine, it is a frequent adjunct to 
other stimulants, bitters, and purgatives. 

Price, 1 rupee per lb. 


ANACARDIUM OCCiDENTALE. 

HiDGLEE-BADAM, lVAJOO-nAUA.\I. 

The nuts of Anacardium Occidentalc, of the na tural 
order Tcrebinthaceao. The kernel has a sweet and 
agreeable taste, and is eaten with relish, Avhen roasted. 
The oil obtained from it by expression is e.xactly 
similar to olive oil. A gum that exudes from the 
bark resembles Gum Arabic, but is partially soluble 
in Avater, and consists of time gum and bassorine. 
The pericaiqi of the nut contains a black acrid oil, 
called Cardole, and is a powerfully A’^esicating agent. 
The oil is also applied to the floors ami Avooden 
rafters of houses to prevent the athick of white-ants. 

'The oU from kernel . — Specific graA’ity 0.9160. 
Soluble in ether, partially in alcohol. 
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Medicinal properties . — The oil from kernel is nu- 
tritious and emollient. Internally used as a demul- 
(ient in form of emulsion ; can he used in phannacy 
like olive, oil. The gum may be used as a sub- 
stitute for Gum Arabic. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. — Nuts. 

ANDROGRAPHIS (JUSTICIA) PANICULATA. 

Calai>nath, Kalmeg, Great, Muiia-tita. 

The plant Andrographis Paniculata, of the natural 
order Acanthaceae, grows wild all over Bengal. 
The whole plant is intensely bitter, and yields 
its properties readily to water or spirit. It is a 
powerful bitter tonic, and has been successfully used 
in cases of dysenterj^ and diarrhoea. This is the 
basis of the well-known doniestic medicine ‘ aloie, ’ 
which is a composition of carminatives formed into 
pills with the fresh juice of its leaves, and preserved 
after being dried in the sun. It is frequently given 
with advantage to infants suffering from ffatulency 
and diarrhoea caused by defective digestion. it 
also forms the principal ingredient of the celebrated 
French nostrum the “ drogueamei'e.” 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 

ANDROPOGON MURICATUM. 

Khuskhus. 

The plant Andropogon Muricatum, of the natural 
order Graminaceaj, is a native of the Coromandel 
Coast and Bengal. An infiision of its root is 
used medicinally as a gentle stinmiant, and ft grate- 
ful drink in cases of fever. The roots are also 
inade into fans, and being thereby woi’ked into bamboo 
frames, are employed for the jjurpose of cooling 
the heated atmosphere in dwelling-houses during the 



hot winds. On distillation with w^ater, it yields a fra- 
grant oil, the well-known Khns-khus-ka-athui\ so 
niuch valued in English and Indian perfumeries. 
Price, 4 anna per lb. 


ANTHEMIS NOBILIS. 

Bhaboona-piiool. 

Tlie flower of the plant Antheniis Tsobilis, of 
the natural order Coinposita;, is ,a native of Europe 
and Persia, but available in all Indian bazars. 
It is a useful stomaclue, antispasinodic, and tonic 
in dysj)epsia and general debility. The warm 
infusion is used to promote the action of emetics. 
Externally an infusion or decoction, or cataplasm of 
the flowers, is used to relieve pain. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 

ANTHEMIS PYRETHRUM. 

Akukkoka. 

Tlie root of Anthemis Pyretliruin, of the natural 
order Conipositee, is tlie common jiellitory. 'khe 
Pyrethi'um root is used as a masticatory to pro- 
niote the flow of saliva. It is powerfully irritant, 
and has been found successful in tooth -ache, and 
is said to have effectually cured obstinate cases of 
spontaneous salivation. 

Price, 1 2 annas per lb. 

ANTIMONH TER-SULPHURETUM. 

•liuSSANJUN, SOOKMA. 

^ native practitioners as an astringent 

in Itoemorrlmges, especially uterine ; also by the native 
W’^oinen for painting the tarsus of the eye. 

Pi-ice, 8 annas per lb. 
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ARACHIS HYPOGAEA. 

Chika-baram. 

The legumes of Ai’achis Hj'pogoea, of the na- 
tural order Leguminos®. Tlie seeds yield by 
expression al)out 43 percent, of a clear straw-colored 
edible oil, which is an excellent substitute for olive 
oil. It possesses a faint odour, and a very mild, 
agreeable taste. It is highly esteemed for domestic 
piu’poses, and does not become rancid so quickly as 
other oils. It cau .be used for all phrj^oses in phar- 
macy in place of olive oil. 

The. nil . — Specific gravity 0.9242. 

Solul)ility — Very sparingly soluble in alcohol ; 
readily soluble in ether and chloroform. 

Medicinal properties . — It is held by the natives of 
this country as aii excellent aperient and emollient. 
All that can be said of it is, tliat it answers very well 
in place of olive oil. 

Price, 1 anna per lb. 


ARECA CATECHU. 

SoorARi. 

The tree Areca Cateclm, of the natural order 
1‘almaceie, a native of the Eastern Islands, and exten- 
sivelv cultivated in Bengal, is the most graceful and 
elegant among Indian palms. The fruit (a nut) is one 
of the constituents of the famous masticatory, the betel 
of the East. Slices of the nut, with little catechu and 
several spices, according to the means and taste of the 
individual, are wrapped up in a leaf of the Chavica 
betel, and being smeared with little shell-lime, ai’e 
chewed by the Natives. 

Price, 1 anna G pic per lb. 



[ 16 " 1 

ARGEMONE MEXICANA. 

Siieal-Kanta, Fkengee-diiutoora. 

The seeds of the Argempne Mexicana, of the na- 
tural order Papaveraceje. 

The plant itself is well known, liaving prickly 
thistle-like leaves and a hriglit yellow flower; it 
grows wild almost everywhere in Bengal, and is a 
troublesome weed. 

The seeds yield a large quantity of oil, nearly as 
much as the common mustard seed. The oil is of a pale 
yellow colour, and clear ; resembling tliat of the 
poppy. It is mild in its action ; is readily procurable, 
and so cheap that a considerable saving has been 
effected from its introduction by Dr. Thompson into 
the Malda jail, for lighting purposes, in place of 
mustard oil. 

Medicinal properties . — ^Ijaxative and stomachic. 
Dr. Jameson, Civil Assistant Surgeon, Oude, informed 
me that he used it in one to two ounce doses as a 
laxative to the many pidsoners under his cai-e, and 
that he considered it as a cooling laxative. Dr. 
Bonavia speaks very favorably of its efficacy in colic 
and also as an external application in ringworm. 

Price, 2 annas per lb.— Seeds. 


ARISTOLOCHIA INDICA. 

ISAEMOOL. 

The root of Aristolochia Indica, of the natural 
order Aristolochiacea;, grows alloverBengal, possesses 
a nauseous bittm’ taste, and is reported to be a power- 
ful emenagogue and antiarthritic. It is also highly 
valued as the best antidote for snake-bites, being 
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used both externally and intei’nalfy. Mixed with 
honey, it is also given in white leprosy ; and the 
leaves in fever. 

Price, 4^ annas per lb. 


ARSENIC, AND ITS SALTS. 

Sanko, Horitai., Durmooj, &c. 

The arsenic and its salts are brought to the 
Indian Market fi'oin China, Sumatra, Java, &c. It 
enters largely into the composition of the Native 
drugs; and is used to cure leprosy, snake-bite, 
obstinate intermittent fever, &c. All are extensively 
employed both medicinally and criminally as poison. 

Price. 

White Arsenic, sanko anffaid soom- 

hulf semulkur ... Ee. 1 per lb. 

Yellow Sulphuret of Arsenic, (orpi- 

m.Qxd,') harital,, jorode .sanko ... Re. 1 per lb. 
Red Sulphuret, Arsenic (realgar) 

Moofichal, Durmooj ... Re. 1 per lb. 


ARTIMESIA INDICA. 

Donna, Gundhumar, Muslaroo. 

The plant Artimesia Indica, of the natural order 
Compositae, a native of Nepal, is the Indian worm- 
wood. Leaves are much used in scents. Yields a 
volatile essential oil on distillation, known as Donna- 
ka-attur. 

It is substituted for Artimesia Absnithipm, though 
it is less powerful in its effects. 

Price, 5 annas per lb. — Leaves. 

• 460 ^ 



ASPARAGUS SARMENTOSUS. 

SUPFAID-MOOSTU, OB SOTHO-MOOLI. 

The bulbous root of Asparagus Sannontosus, of 
the natural order Liliaceae, is eaten by the natives 
of Madras and Ceylon in various forms. 

Medicinal properties . — It is reputed as a good 
demulcent and alterative tonic. Is used as a remedv, 
under a curious idea that it prevents small-pox from 
becoming confluent. Its properties, as knowp at 
present, are doubtful. , 

Price, 5 annas per lb. 


ASTERACANTHA LONGIFOLIA. 

Kanta-Koolika, Gochbu, Ikshuganda. 

The roots of the plant Asteracantha Longifolia, 
of the natural order Acanthaceai. This plant is 
commonly met with in Bengal and other parts of 
India, by the sides of corn fields and in other damp 
places. 

Medicinal properties.— T>\vLrei\c. and tonic. The 
roots are administered in decoction, in dropsical 
affections, and gravel. The leaves are also used as 
a diuretic. 

Preparation. — Decoction : 

Root of kanta koolika, . . One ounce. 

Water Oj 

Boil and strain — should measure 14 ounces. 

ounce to 1| ounce, three times a day. 

Acetum: 

Leaves newly dried ... 2 ounces 

Distilled vinegar ... 16 ounces 
^ Macerate for three days, press, strain. 

Dose . — to 1 ounce. 

Price, 2 annas per Ib. 



ASTRAGALUS VIRUS. 

KoTirxA. 

The Astragalus Virus, of tlie natural order 
Leguminosffi, is a very common plant in the-Himalyas, 
ani yields a very excellent gum Tragacantli, which, 
according to Tournefort, exudes, during the hot sea- 
son, through the b.nrk, in slender threads, which gra- 
dually increase, harden, and form tears or worm- 
like pieces. Besides this, there are several other 
species of astragalus, which are common in the 
higher level of the Hinialyas, but none of them 
has yet been found to yield Tragacantli. This 
gum forms the basis of some me<licinal lozenges 
and styptic powder, and is extensively used as a 
demulcent in gonorrhoea. In tlie arts it is highly 
valued as an ingredient in dye-stuffs and a glaze for 
calico and silks. 

Price, 10 annas per lb. 

AZADIRACHTA INDICA. 

Nim. 

The Azadirachta Indica, of the natural order 
Meliacese , is a large tree growing in abundance all over 
Bengal. Every part of this tree, especially the bark, 
is bitter; the bark is also astringent; the leaves are 
bitter and very nauseous. From the ripe pericarp 
of the fruit, a very liitter fixed oil is expressed ; the 
trunk of the tree yields gum, and the young trees, 
when tapped, yield a saccharine sap or toddy, 
capable of undergoing the vinous fermentation. 
The leaves are employed all over India as poultices 
to tumors and open sores, and also to disperse 
buboes. The bark is a very valuable bitter tonic, 
nnd the native pi’actitioners use it largely in fevers 
and rheumatism in . combination with aromatics. 
A decoction of the 'bark is also given in Java 
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as a vermifuge. The oil is also supposed to be 
anthelmintic, and is applied externally tO foul 
ulcers, and used as a liniment in rheumatic and 
spasmodic affections and in headache from exposure 
to the sun. The wine or toddy is believed to be 
stomachic, the dose being an ounce-and-half every 
morning. It forms an adeqtiate substitute for 
Cinchona. Mr. Piddington prepared from it a 
crystallized sulphate which he termed Sulphate of 
Azaderine, but nothing is known about its medicinal 
properties. Dr. C. Macnamara advocates the use of 
the watery extract of the dry leaves in cases of 
Leprosy. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 

BALSAMODENDRON MUKUL. 

Googul. 

The tree Balsam odendron Mukul, also called 
the Commiphora Madagascarensis, of tlie natural 
order Terebinthaceae, is a native of East Bengal and 
Assam. This tree is said to vield the g-oofful, the 
Indian Bedellium, but probably there are several 
species of the same genus which yield the same 
product such as B. Agallocha. It is collected in the 
cold season by making incisions in the tree and letting 
the resin fall on the ground. This accounts for the 
dirty condition in which it is found in the shops. It 
is a gum resin, and is sometimes used in place of 
myrrh. The odour of googul is more faint and agree- 
able than that of myrrh. It is largely used by the 
Hindoos as an incense in their worship of gods 
and goddesses, before whose image they generally 
burn it, by which the whole of the suiTounding 
atmosphere is impregnated with its agreeable smell. 
This gum resin is held by the Native practitioners as 
a purifier of blood; also alterative and pectoral. 

Price, 6 annas per lb. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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BALSAMODENDRON MYRRHA. 

Hberabol. 

This is a solid gum resin obtained from the bark 
of the tree Balsamodendron Myrrha, of the natural 
order Terebinthace®. It exudes in a soft oily 
state, but soon hardens by exposure to air. Dr. 
Pereira speaks of three varieties of this article, 
which differ from each other in external appear- 
ance, but are possessed more or less of the same 
medicinal properties. The first* vai'iety occurs in 
tears either distinct or conglomerated, usually co- 
vered with fine powder or dust, .and is of a pale red- 
dish yellow or red or reddish brown color. 

The second is obtained in distinct small tears 
or grains not larger than a pea. This lias been 
supposed to consist of tears of myrrh with gum 
ai’abic and mastic or juniper resin. The third 
variety, formerly called East Indian, is found in dark 
pieces of the size of a walnut. The British market 
is chiefly supplied with this di*ug from the East 
Indies. It has an aromatic and balsamic odour and 
a bitter, aca*id, and aromatic taste. It possesses tonic 
and stimulant pi'operties, and has been for a long 
time reputed as an efficacious emenagogue, but its 
action as such is now known to be uncertain. It is 
also used externally as an astringent and stimulating 
application to old, foul, and indolent ulcers, and also 
as a wash for the mouth and giims, and gargle in ul- 
cerated sore-throat. 

Price, 2 rupees per lb. 

BASSIA LATIFOLIA. 

Mowha, Moula, Gilauxa. 

The seeds of the Bassia Latifolia, of the natural 
order Sapotace®. 
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The trees are extensively cultivated in Upper 
India for their flowers and fruits. The seeds yield 
by expression a large quantity of concrete oil, used 
by the natives for culinary purposes and for lamps. 

• The spirit produced from tlie flower, when care- 
fully distilled, very much resembles good Ii'ish 
whiskey. 

The oil remains in a concrete state at a tempera- 
ture of 95° ; above 110° it is fluid. 

Specific gi-avity 0.9727. 

Soluble in ether, partially in alcohol. 

Medicinal propertiei;. — Emollient. The kernel is 
said to be demulcent. The oil can l)e used for 
emollient ointment ; the spirits can be used in 
pharmacy. 

Price, 3 annas per lb. — Oil. 


BERBERIS LYCiUM. 

. liOSOUT. 

It is a watery extract, prepared from the sliced root, 
stem, and branches of diflPei’ent species of Berberis, 
as B. Lycium, B. Aristata, &c., of the natural order 
Berberacese. This plant grows abundantly in the 
Uymalyas, and an extract from it is prepared in large 
quantities in Nepaul and Dhoon at about eight annas 
per seer. Itjs extensively used by the native prac- 
titioners as a tonic, and chiefly as a local application 
in affections of the eye add eye-lids. In chronic 
ophthalmia it has been used with success when com- 
bined Avith opium and alum. Dr. O’Shaughnessy 
gives the results of his experiments on this drug in 
file following terms : “ Kosout is best given as a 

febrifuge in half drachm doses, diffused through 
water, and repeated thrice, or, still more frequently, 
daily. It occasions a feeling of agreeable warmth 
at the epigastrium, increases appetite, promotes 
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digestion, and acts as a very gentle but certain 
aperient. The skin is invariably moist during its 
operation.” Messrs. Bathgate and Co., of Calcutta, 
have prepared an essence of this drug, whit h has 
been used with great success. Its active propei’ties 
are due to the presence of a bitter principle berberite. 
Dr. C. B. Francis advocates the use of its tincture 
verj’^ freely in cases of obstinate fevers. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 

BOSWELLIA THURIFERA. 

Gundaberosa. 

This is a gum-resin obtained from Boswellia 
Thuripera of the natural order Terebinthacem. This 
tree is a native of the mountaiuous tracts of Central 
India and very common in Shahabad. Gundaberosa 
has a balsamic and resinous odour and a bitter and 
balsamic flavour. It is chiefly used externally as 
a rubefacient stimulant, but has l)een occasionally 
given as an astringent and dia]^horotic. It is largely 
consumed as an incense in religious ceremonies. 

I’rice, G annas per lb. 

BUTEA FRONDOSA. 

DuAK, PULUSPAI’RA, KiNGSIIOOKA. 

These are the seeds of Butpa Frondosa, of tlie 
natural order Leguminosae. It is a native of the 
mountainous districts of Indita, and common all over 
Bengal, where it is called the palas or kingshooka. 
In the Upper Provinces it is known by the name of 
Dhak. It is a middle sized tree and has a very 
gaudy appearance when in flowers, which is of a 
bright scarlet color and gives a fine yellow dye. The 
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bark furnishes 3 . very important exudation, the Palas- 
gond, or Berigal kino. In the hot season incisions 
are made on the hark, and a red fluid substance 
exudes, which gradually hardens and becomes paler. 
It has been found Very rich in tannic and gallic 
acids, and is identical botlx in chemical propei'ties 
and medicinal effects with , the officinal kino. It 
possesses most powerful astringent effects and has 
been given successfully in many forms of chronic 
diarrhoea in 2 or 3 grain doses. Externally it is very 
useful as an astringent application. The seeds are 
extensively used as a powerful anthelmintic, speci- 
ally in conihination with others of the same class, 
with great success. 

Price, 7 annas per Ih. 


C/ESALPINIA (GUILANDINA) BONOUC. 

Kutkurinja, Natakurinja, Kutkuleja, Nataphul, 

Gudgaga. 

The creeper Cajsalpinia Bonduc, of the natural 
order Leguniinosae, is a climhing shruh common all 
over Bengal, Bomhay, Travancore, and the Coro- 
mandel. The seed is a powerful tonic, and a very 
vjduahle febrifuge ; the kernels are very hitter. 
Reduced to powder, and mixed with black pepper, 
they are used in 3 to 6 grain doses in ague, with 
remai’kahle success. Powdered minutely with castor 
oil, they are applied externally in ’ hydrocele. 
In Amboyna, the root is considered a good tonic^ 
and the seeds anthelmintic. In Cochin China, 
the leaves are considered to he a deohstruent and 
emenagogue, and the root to he an astringent. The 
nuts are also used as heads and marble. In Scotland, 
where they are frequently thrown upon the sea-shore, 
they are k^nown as molucca beans. In intermittent 
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fevers and otlier malarious disorders, it can be used 
in place of quinine, when the latter is unavailable. 
Price, 12 annas per lb. 


C/ESALPINIA SAPPAN. 

Bukum. 

Tlie plant Csesalpinia Sappan, a large tree, of the 
natural order Leguuiiiiosje, a native of Siariri and 
Ainboyna, affords the well-known Sappan of Bengal 
commerce. The solid, heavy, hard, and compact wood 
hulmm. constitutes a vei'y important article of trade in 
Calcutta, its chief use being as a dye stuff for cotton 
fai)rics. It also possesses powerful astringent ju’o- 
pertics, aiul can be sulistituted in medicine for log- 
wood. It contains a principle resembling hoematin. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


CAFFEA ARABICA. 

Kuwa. 

The albumen of the seeds of the plant Caffea Arabica, 
of the natural order Ciijchonacea;, constitutes the 
aromatic coffee of commerce, whicli, when dried and 
roasted, is an agreeable tonic and stimulant. Tbe 
cultivation of the staple has extended in a surprising 
manner, and very gootl samples can ])e obtained from 
Nuggur, Wyanand, the Pulney hills, and the virgin 
forest land of the western ghauts. Its use as an anti- 
hypnotic is well known. In cases of poisoning l)y 
opium, a strong decoction of coffee has been found to 
be of great use.. It is also used occasionally in 
various other complaints of a nervous chai'acter. 

Price, 1 rupee per lb. 


d 
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CALOTROPIS GI6ANTEA. 

Akund, Mudar, Urka. 

The Calotropis Gigantea, of the natural order 
Asclepiace®, is a large shrub, common in many parts 
of India, growing abundantly in waste ground among 
rubbish and ruins, and other similar places. The 
root, bark, and inspissated juice are used exten- 
sively for their emetic, diaphoretic, alterative, and pur- 
gative properties, which have been known for many 
centuries to the Indian practitioners, and have of late 
attracted much notice from European physicians. 
The dried bark of the root has a peculiar bitter 
nauseous taste, and when given in powder from 
4 a drachm to one drachm doses, produces free 
vomiting after an interval of from twenty minutes 
to an hour, generally causing much nausea, and in 
some cases inducing cathartic operation. In doses 
from 2 to 5 grains, taken every half an hour, it 
proves nauseant, powerfully diaphoretic, and after 
several doses, gently cathartic. In tliis drug we 
have an adequate substitute for Ipecacuanha, and, 
wdien combined with opium, a good representative of 
the officinal Dover’s Powder is prepared. In dysen- 
tery it may be safely substituted for Ipecacuanha, 
though a double dose is generally required. The 
native physicians use the root, bark, and dried milk 
in small doses in a multitude of disorders as lepra 
elephantiasis or secondary syphilis, and in several 
spasmodic affections. Dr. Royle testifies to its efficacy 
as an altei’ative in incipient leprosy and in 
numerous diseases of the skin. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 

CAMPHORA GLANDULIFERA. 

Nepal SassApbras. 

The tree Camphora Glandulifera, of the natural 
order Lauracete, is a native of Nepal. This article 
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is identical in every respect witli tlie American 
substance. It is used by the rich natives as a 
constituent of their favorite masticatory. It is, 
like the pbarmacopceial article, stimulant and dia- 
phoretic, which virtues are generally attributed to 
the presence of an essential .oil. 

Price, 1 rupee per lb. 

CANARIUM COMMUNE. 

JimOLEte-BADAM. 

The plant Canai'ium Commune, of the natural 
order Terebinthacese, is a native of the East- 
ern Archipelego, where it is extensively <iultivated 
for the sake of its fruit, which has almost the taste 
of almond. An abundance of limpid oil is obtained 
from the bark. The oil has a pungent turpentine 
smell, congealing in a buttery camphoraceous sub- 
stance, and has all the properties of balsam of 
copaiba. It is also said to yield the East Indian 
gum elemi. An oil is extracted from the huts, 
which, in Java, is used in lamps, and when fresh is 
mixed with food. 

Price, 14 annas j)er lb. 

CANNABIS INOiCA. 

Gustjah, Ciiuerus, ok Bhang. 

Tbeleaves and resin of the plant Cannal)is Indica, 
of the natui’al order Cannabinacese, are imported into 
Calcutta chiefly from Mirzapore, Bhurtpore, Nepal, 
and Ghazeepore. It is also cultivated in Jeypore 
and some 'parts of Bengal. The narcotic eftects 
of this article are well-known in South Africa, South 
America, Egypt, Asia Minor, Turkey, India, and 
the adjacent territories ofBurmah, Siam, and Malacca. 
In all these countries it is used in various forms, as 
the ready agent of a pleasing intoxication. There 
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are three different parts of the plant wliieli all have 
narcotic properties : — (1) Churrm^ a resinous juice, 
which exudes and concretes on the leaves, the stems, 
and flowers. It is collected either by coarse cloth, or 
leather being brushed against the ]>lant. The resin, 
which adlieres to the cloth or the leather, is afterwards 
scraped oft", and kneaded into balls, which sell from 
5 to 6 rupees a seer. It is smoked like tobacco to 
pi’oduce intoxication. (2) Gmijah .- — This name is ap- 
plied to the dried hemp plant which has flowered, 
and from which the resin has not been removed. A 
resinous extract composed of Churrus, with a green 
coloring matter chlorojdiylle, can be prepared 
by treating it with alcohol. It sells in tlie Calcutta 
bazars from 5 to 7 rupees the seer, and is used 
for smoking chiefly. (3) Bhang' ^ Suhgee, or Sidhee^ 
are the larger leaves and capsules without the stalks, 
whicli are used for making intoxicating drinks, and 
a sort of intoxicating conserve or confection called 
majooin. 

As a medicine, the Indian hemp is found to be 
narcotic, anodyne, and antispasmodic. . It produces 
a peculiar kind of delirium, and that state of the 
nervous system which pathologists call catolepsy. 
Dr. O’Sliaughnessy gave it a fair trial in tetanus, . 
hydrophobia, painful neuralgic and rlieuniatic affec- 
tions, cholera, &c. In tetanus it is still used by In- 
dian practitioners with greater success than with any 
other remedy. It has a peculiar action on the uterus, 
and Dr. Churchill recommends it as a valuable me- 
dicine in some forms of amenorrhcea, dysmenorrhoea, 
and menorrheegia. It increases appetite and excites 
aphrodisiac inclinations. Two preparations of this 
article are officinal — the tincture and the extract. 

Price 

(X Siibgee ... ... 12 annas per lb. 

Of (run jab ... ... 3 rupees „ 

Of Churrus ... ... 4 rupees „ 
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CAPSICUM ANNUUM. 

GAClIMERICri, LuNJvA. 

The fruit of the plant Capsicum Annuum, of the 
natural order Solanacea^, owes its properties to the 
presence of an acrid oil called capsicin, which 
melts, when heated, and is then dissipated into fumes 
of a very irritating nature. Capsicum is more im- 
portant as a condiment than as a remedial agent, 
it is a powerful stimulant, and is used with great 
success in dyspepsia and other disorders of the 
stomach caused by the atony of the viscus. It is 
also used in low forms of intermittent fevers, and 
both internally and as a gargle in malignant sore- 
throat. In relaxed sore-throat and chronic hoarse- 
ness, its use as a gai-gle has been very efficacious. 
It has been used in the fonns of ])owder and 
tinctui'e, both concentrated and weak, and lozenges. 
There is another species C. Frutesceus, the fruit of 
which possesses similar properties. This species, is 
very extensively cultivated in Bengal. 

Price, 7 annas per 11). 

CARICA PAPAYA. 

Pei’kya. 

The tree Carica I’apaya, of the natural order Pa- 
payaceae, a native of America, has long been domes- 
ticated in India, ami is now found common alt over 
the Peninsula. A milky juice exudes from the 
rind of the fruit jnore copiously when it is unripe. 
It is supposed to possess powerful vermifuge proper- 
ties, and resembles the white of an egg in its chemical 
composition. The seeds are also considered vermi- 
fuge. The unripe pepo is used in curries, and the 
ripe as a dessert in India. The milkyjuice is added 
to meat, with an idea that it removes its toughness, 
and makes it remaikably tender. 

Price, 3 annas per lb. 
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CARUM ALBUM. 

Jeerah. 

CARUM NIGRUM. 

SlIAJEERAH. 

The fruits of these plants, of the natural order 
Unibelliferaj, are in common use among the natives 
of India, both as a condiment and a medicine. 
Besides its use as a carminative, it is often combined 
with purgatives and several other native medicines 
to promote and correct their actions. The former 
is more common and available in all the bazars at a 
very cheap cost. 

Price. 

Jeerah ... 7 annas per lb. 

Shajeerah ... 1 I’upee 4 annas per lb. 

CARYOPHYLLUS AROMATICUS. 

Lunga, Lavanga. 

The tree Caryophyllus Ai'omaticus, of the natural 
order Myrtaceae, is a native of New Guinea, Amboyna, 
and the Moluccas. The unexpanded flowers of this 
tree are the cloves which are universally employed 
as spices. In India, these are used both as a 
condiment and a masticatory. They belong to the 
hot and stimulating aromatics, and are given to 
correct flatulence and excite languid digestion, 
but chiefly as an adjunct to bitter tonics, or as 
a corrective of ^purgatives. The volatile oil is also 
much used by perfumers, and dentists apply it to 
carious teeth to cauterize the exposed nerve. It 
is also used in combination with others of the same 
class as a stimulating embrocation. Powder, tincture, 
infusion, and oil are the vaiious forms in which cloves 
are died. ' 

Price, 6 annas per lb. 
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CASSIA ALATA. 

Dad-murdon, Veleyti-agiiati 

These are the leaves of the pLant Cassia Alata, of the 
natural oi'der Leguminosa', an indigenous gar- 
den plant, which grows ’ in abundance all over 
Bengal and many otlier parts of India. The native 
name* is derived from its efficacy in curing idng- 
worm. The fresh leaves, when bruised and mixed 
with lime juce, have been found to act with decided 
efficacy in ringwomi and other similar affections 
of the skin. The whole plant is used by the Tamul 
as a remedy in venereal, in poisoned bites, and as a 
general tonic. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 


CASSIA ELONGATA. 

SONA-PAT OR SONA-MUKEE. 

The dried leaves of Cassia Elongata, of the natural 
order Leguniinosac. 

Various other species of the genus Cassia’ are 
produced in this country in great abundance ; their 
medicinal properties are very well known to native 
practitioners, who largely use the leaves, in com- 
binatiou with other drugs, for their purgative pro- 
perties. 

Medicinal 'properties. — Purgative. Used in the 
same way and on similar occasions as the officinal 
senna. It is rarely used alone, but as a vehicle or 
adjunct to other aperient drugs. 

Price, 12 annas per lb. 


‘ Dad (riugworm), murdvn (embrocation.) 
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CASSIA (CATHARTOCARPUS). FISTULA. 

SONDAL, AmULTAS, PyKASSIE. 

The pulp of the pods of Cassia Fistula, of the na- 
tural order Leguminosae. Its medieinal properties 
have been ascribed to the sugar contained in it in 
large quantities, (about *ths of the whole.) 

Medicmal properties . — ^The pulp is soft ; it has a 
cooling and gentle effect ; and is an agreeable laxative. 
It is best used as a base for purgative electuaries con- 
taining more active ingredients, as, when used by 
itself, it requires to be taken in large doses, from 4 
drachms to 1 oz., to produce effect. The powdered 
seeds and leaves are also posses.sed of similar proper- 
ties, but of a much milder character. The seeds are 
to be taken in 4 or 5 drachm doses. 

Price, i) annas j^cr lb. 


CINNAMOMUM ALBIFLORUM. 

Tauz. 

The tree Cinnamomum Albiflorum, of the natiu’al 
order Laiiracea), gi*ows in Malabar, Sumatra, Java, 
and several other parts of the Eastern Archipelago. 
The bark has an aromatic agreeable odour, but 
weaker than cinnamon. Its taste is sweetish, 
mucilaginous, rather acrid, bitterish, and tenacious ; 
poAvder, of chamois leather color. The bark is 
much used for adulterating tnie cinnamon, but its 
mucilaginous character, when chewed, easily dis- 
tinguishes it from the genuine variety. Its leaves 
(or those of the C. Tamala) are very much used as 
a condiment, and available at a nominal ..cost in all 
the Indian markets. Both bark and leaves possess 
carminative and stimulating stomachic properties. 

Price, 3 annas per lb. 
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CINNAMOMUM ZEYLANICUM. 

Dalchebnee. 

The tree Cinnaniomum Zeylanicum, of the 
natural order Lauraceai, tliough a native of Ceylon 
and Java, has been, cultivated in various other parts 
of the world. The Ceylon variety, however, sur- 
passes the grow'th of any other locality. It is a 
grateful aromatic stimulant. Besides being cordial 
and carminative, it possesses a degree of astringency. 
It is used in diarrhma, and as a tonic in dyspepsia and 
flatulence. It is chiefly used as an adjunct to bitters, 
purgatives, and astringents, to whicdi it imparts an 
agreeable flavor. An essential oil is tlie active ])rin- 
ciple. Several preparations of this drug are otflei- 
nal in the Britisli PharmacopaMa. 

Price, 10 annas per lb. 


CISSAMPELOS HEXANDRA. 

Neemooka. 

The root of Cissampelos Hexandra, of the natural 
oi'der Menispermacea'.. This plant is very common in 
all parts of Bengal . Several other species of this genus 
are used, like the above, as I'emedial agents, viz. ; 

Cissampelos Ilernandifolia, native of Chittagong. 

„ Caapeba, native of Moluccas. 

„ Tdtrandra, native of Amboy na. 

„ Convolvulacea, native of Coromandel. 

The Neemooka of Bengal lias been used with de- 
cided advantage in place of Pareira-brava. 

Medicinal properties. — Diuretic, tonic, and. slight- 
ly aperient. In gravelly complaints, chronic inflam- 
mation, ulceration of the kidneys and bladder, and 
other similar nephritic diseases, great benefit is 

e 
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derived from its use. It is very cheap, and a perfect 
substitute for Pareira-brava so much spoken of by 
Sir B. Brodie. The other species mentioned above 
also possess like properties, but to a smaller degree. 

Preparation . — Decoction : 

Neemooka root ... ... 1 oz. 

Water ... ... ... 20 oz. 

Boil for 1 5 minutesand strain ; shouldmeasurelS^ oz. 
Done . — ^ to 2 oz., three times a day. 

Liquid Extract ; 

Preparation similar to that of Pareira-brava, as 
recently introduced in British Pharmacopoeia. 

Price, 3 annas per lb. — Root. 


CITRUS AURANTIUM. 

Kumlanemboo. 

and 

CITRUS LIMONUM. 

Pateenemboo. 

These plants, of the natural order Aurantiaceae, 
are found very common in many parts of India. 
The fresh acid juice of both these hesperidia is not 
only used as an antiscorbutic, but also in making 
agreeable cold bevei-ages. The dried peels are 
extensively nsed in pharmacy to flavor mixtures, 
tinctures, syrups, &c. They contain an essential oil 
which is a valuable carminative and stimulant, but 
it is chiefly used for the sake of its pleasant odour. 
The peels are used in tinctures, infusions, and 
syrups. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. — ^Dried Peels. 
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CUTORIA TERNATEA. 

Upara-jita, Dhanattor, Kalizer-ka-jur, 
Cawha-thenthi. 

The root of the Clitorea Ternatea, of the natural 
order Leguminosai. It is very common in all pai'ts of 
Bengal, and is cultivated in almost all flower gardens. 

Medicinal properties . — Brisk purgative. The root 
was described by Dr. Anneslie as possessing emetic 
properties and proving efiicacious in ci’oup ; but 
from experiments made iii the Calcutta Medical 
College Hospital, by Sir W. B. O’Shaughnessy, an 
alcoholic extract, in doses of 5 to 10 grains, was 
found to act as a brisk cathartic. 

Brice, 8 annas per 11). — Root. 

CLERODENDRON VISCOSUM. 

Bhant, Ghentoo. 

The Clerodendron Viscosum, of the natural or- 
der Verbenacea;, is a wild hedge plant, common 
all over Bengal, Malabar, and the S. Concans. 
The fresh juice of the leaves is used as a ver- 
mifuge, and also as a bitter tonic and febrifuge 
in malarious fevers, especially when they occur 
in infants. The root of this plant beaten up and 
mixed with wine or sour milk is given internally in 
colic ; externally for drying up pustular eruptions on 
the skin. 

Price, 2 annas per Ib. — Leaves. 

COCCULUS CORDIFOLIUS. 

Guluncha, Gudancha, Gurcha. 

The Cocculus Cordifolius, of the natural order 
MenispermaCe®, is a very common twining shrub, 
running over the highest trees. Those that 
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grow on tUe neeni tree are valued more thftn 
others. In gonorrhoea, the natives of Bengal use 
the large spongy roots to relieve the burning felt 
in passing water. They mix up the fresh root 
with stale rice, gruel, and sugar, and then use it as a 
drink. A decoction of Guluncha, called the paclmn^ 
and an extract, the paln^ are also used by native 
practitioners in various disorders. “ In several trials 
made at the College Hospital, the Gulunclia was 
found to be a very useful tonic, liut we could scarce- 
ly attribute to it any very decided febrifuge effect. 
The decoction or cold infusion used in the same man- 
ner as Sarsaparilla, was of very great utility in the 
treatment of several cases of chronic rlieumatism, and 
of secondary venereal affections. Its action is de- 
cidedly diuretic and tonic in a very high degree.” 
(B, Disp.) Its preparations are extract, tincture, 
infusion, and decoction. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 

COCCULUS INDICUS. 

Kaiwuari. 

The plant Cocculus Indicus, of the natural or- 
der Menispcrmaceaj, is a native of Malabar and 
the Eastern Archipelago. It is also called the 
Anamirta .Cocculus. The fruit is poisonousi, pro- 
ducing tetanic convulsions and coma like tlie acro- 
narcotics. It is never given internally, but used 
in the fonn of ointment in several affections of the 
scalp, and to destroy virmin. In Bengal, the natives 
kill fishes by poisoning the water with it. Its active 
pi’operties ai’e due to the presence of picrotoann., 
wliicih is itself sometimes used as an ointment in 
cases like those mentioned above. 

The only preparation in tise is the unguntum 
Cocculus. 

Price, 1 rupee per lb. 
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COCCULUS PALMATUS. 

Colombo. 

The plant Coculus Palmatus, of the natural or- 
der IMenisperinaceje, is a native of the shores 
of Oizo and Mozambi(j[ue, from which locality 
it was introduced into Madras. The root sliced 
transversely and dried, is common in the Indian 
bazars, being brought from Ceylon, where it comes 
from Africa. It is easily reduced to powder, which 
has a greenish tinge. It bt;comes browner with age, 
and deepens when it is moistened. It is a bitter 
stomacliic and tonic, useful in cases of w'eakness 
of the digestive organs, and is generally given in 
convalescence from acute diseases, combined witli 
alkalies or bismuth. It is one of tlie few bitters that 
can be prescribed with salts of iron. 

Price, 3 rupees per lb. 


COCCUS CACTI. — Covhineal. 

Cking-banna. 

Coccus Cacti, a native of India, is an hefnipterous 
insect chiefly used as a coloring ingredient. It lias 
been supposed to possess anodyne and antispasmodic 
effects, for whicli it is occasionally used in pertusis, 
in half or one grain doses, three or four times a day. 
A tincture is also in use. Dose . — 30 to 90 minims, 
twice a day. 

Price, 8 rupees per lb. 

COCOS NUCIFERA , — Cocoanut. 

Nakcole. 

The fruit of the Cocos Nucifera, of the natural 
order Palmacese. The tree is one of the most ele- 
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gant Indian palms, remarkable for its fruit, which 
holds within its shell a delicious water, which is a 
favorite beverage of the people of Lower Bengal. 
It scarcely grows in the Upper Provinces of Hindus- 
tan, but is common in Ceylon and the Islands of 
the Indian Archipelago. The fruit, besides the cool- 
ing drink which it affords, is a very useful article of 
commerce. The shell, after being dried and scraped 
off, becomes the Indian hooka^ which is used by all 
classes of natives for smoking tobacco. The dried 
coatings of the shell are formed into coir used in 
making ropes, floor-carpets, &c. The sticks gathered 
from the leaves of the tree form the Indian broom, 
which is used in sweeping the floors of native 
houses. 

An oil is extracted from the kernel of the fruit, 
either by expression or by ebullition with water, which 
becomes concrete at a temperature below 69^, and 
fluid at about 74®. It is used extensively as a hair 
oil for promoting the growth of, and preserving and 
softening, the hair. Its odour and the rapidity with 
which it becomes rancid ai’e, however, great objec- 
tions to its employment as a cosmetic. 

Specific gravity 0.9288. 

Soluble in Alcohol and Ether. 

Medicinal properties . — Nutritious and emollient. 
The oil has been used for various purposes in medi- 
cine and pharmacy. In native medicine it is the 
basis of several oils and ointments. In German 
pharmacy, it is preferred to lard for its less rancidity 
and more ready absorption when rubbed upon the 
skin, with less liability to produce changes in the 
substances with which it is associated. Dr. Theo- 
philus Thomson has found it to possess the virtue 
of cod liver oil. It is nearly equal in properties to 
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olive oil. The milk of the tender fruit is refri- 
gerant, and can be used with advantage for allaying 
gastric irritation. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. — Oil. 


CONVOLVULUS SCAMMONIA. 

SUKMOONEVA. 

The fruit of the Convolvulvis Scammonia, of the 
natural order Convolvulacese, a native of Levant and 
Syria, recently discovered by Dr. Burn, in Kaira, in 
Guzerat, affords a concrete juice, which constitutes 
the Scammony of English markets and of Sukraoneya 
of Indian bazars. It is obtained by excision of the 
crown of the root, the juice of which, collected in 
shells, is suffered to concrete. It is generally adul- 
terated with star(;h and several other impurities ; the 
purest is known in commerce as Virgin Scammony. 
It is a powerful drastic purgative, more active and 
less unpleasant to the taste than jalap, but apt like 
it to occasion griping. In inflammatory and irritable 
states of the bowels, its use is contra-indicated. In 
dropsies, it can also be used as a hydrogogne 
cathartic. It enters into the composition of many 
purgative pills, and, in combination with calomel, 
forms a safe purgative for children and females. 

Price, 2 rupees 8 annas per lb. 


CONYZA (VERNONIA) ANTHELMINTICA. 

SOMBAZ. 

The Conyza Anthelmintica, of the natural order 
AsteracCcB, is an annual plant growing all over Bengal 
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and various other parts of rndia. Every part of this 
plant is intensely hitter, but the seeds are only used. 
Tliey are bitter, and possess powerful anthel- 
mintic properties. They have also been supposed 
to possess diuretic effects, and form an ingredient of 
a compound powder in snake-bites. An infusion 
of them is given on the Malabar Coast for coughs, 
and in eases of flatulency. Reduced to powder and 
mixed with lime juice, they are used to expel pedicule 
from the hair; also mixed with oil, are applied in 
scabies. The juice of the leaf is given to cure 
phlegmatic discharges from the nostrils. 

Price, 3 annas per lb. — Seeds. 


COPTIS TEETA. 

Mismeetekta. 

The plant Coptis Teeta, of tlie natural order 
Ranmuiulacese, a native of the mountainous regions 
bordering on Upper Assam, enjoys a high repute 
among the Mislanees, Lamas, and the Assamese. 
The root of this plant is officinal. It is sent down to 
Assam in neat little baskets, with open meshes made 
of narrow strips of rattan, each basket containing 
about an ounce of small pieces of the root, from 
1 to 3 indies long, and selling these at one- 
sixteenth of a inpee. It is not easily available 
in the Ifengal markets, and is occasionally exposed for 
sale in the Upper Provinces. It has been extensiv’^ely 
used both in the Genei’al and College Hospitals of 
Calcutta with great success, and can be said to possess 
all the powerful properties of the best English bitter 
tonics ; but no pi*oof has yet been obtained of its being 
a febrifuge. Under its influence, several patients re- . 
coveiaug from acute diseases manifestly and very 
rajiidly improved in strength. It is used in the forms 
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of powder, tinctiu’e, infusion, an<l extract. Dose of 
the powder 5 to 10 grains. Infusion, 1 to 2 oz. Tinc- 
ture, 1 to 2 drachms. Extract, 2 to 6 grains. In this 
indigenous article, though a costly one, we have an 
adequate substitute for Columbo, which it resembles 
not only in its medicinal effects, but also in its physical 
properties. An essence of this dinig has been recently 
brought forward for sale by. Messrs. Bathgate and 
Co., of Calcutta. 

Price, 1 rupee per lb. 

CORCHORUS OLITORIUS. 

Lalitavat Blunjee-pat, Bhungee BuN]*AT. 

The lea ves of the Corchorus ( Mitorius, of the natura l 
order Tiliacese, is an annual plant common in Bengal, 
where it is extensively cultivated for tlie fibres of its 
T)ark known as jute, which, like those of Corchorus Capr 
sulanus, are employed for making a coarse kind of 
cloth, known as gunny, as well as cordage, and even 
paper. The di‘ied leaves of this plant are sold in the 
market. A cold infusion is used as a l)itter tonic, and 
is devoid of any stimulating property. Mr. Simon, of 
Assam, informs me, that it can be safely given to 
patients recovering from acute Dysentery to restore 
the appetite, and improve strength. Six grains of the 
powder, combined with an equal quantity of Curcuma 
Longa, has been usetl, in several instances, with much 
success, in acute Dysentery. It forms a cheap domes- 
tic medicine in a Hindu household. 

Price, 3 annas per lb. 


CORIANDRUM SATIVUM. 

Dhunya, Kushneez. 

The seeds of Coriandrum Sativum, of the natural 
order Dmbelliferae, a herbaceous plant, is extensively 
cultivated in all parts of India for the seeds (generally 

f 
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called so, but in reality they are fruits), which are 
much used by the natives as an important condiment, 
and a necessaiy ingredient of their favorite masti- 
catory. When unripe, the fruit possesses a very 
unpleasant odour, resembling that of bugs, but this 
changes rapidly as ripening proceeds. It contains 
an essential oil, to which it owes its aromatic odour. 
It is an excellent carminative and aromatic stimulant, 
and conceals the odour and flavour, and corrects the 
action of senna better than any other aromatic, for 
which it enters into the composition of many of the 
preparations of the latter drug. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 


CRETA, (CARBONATE OF LIME.) 

Khoree Matee. 

, Creta, or Carbonate of Lime, is a cheap article in 
the Indian markets. It is used as an antiacid and 
astringent, in doses of from 1 to 2 drachms. When 
combined with other aromatics and astringents, it is 
very useful in diarrhoea. 

Price, 1 anna per lb. 

CROCUS SATIVUS.-' 

Zafban, Keysar. 

The plant Crocus Sativus, of the natural order 
Iridaceae, a native of Asia Minor, has been naturalized 
in England, France, and many other parts of Europe, 
and is cultivated in Persia and Cashmere. The 
dried stigmata of the floAver constitutes the saffron of 
commerce. These are picked up and dried on paper, 
either in a kiln, or by the sun. If compressed into 
cakes, it is called cake saffron^ ordinary saffron 
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being called the hay saffron. It was once known 
as an exhilarant antispasmodic, emenagogue, and 
narcotic, but it is now very scarcely, if ever, used 
for its medicinal properties. It is chiefly used as a. 
coloring principle, both in medicine and dietary, and 
as a coi'rective to various other medicines. 

Pi’ice, 4 rupees per lb. 


CROTON TIGLIUM. 

Jypai. or Jumalghota. 

The seeds of tlie plant Croton Tiglium, of the 
natural order Euphoi’biaceae. It is a native of 
Hindoostan, Ceylon, and the Moluccas. Tlie od, 
which possesses all the medicinal virtues of the 
seeds, is obtained in this cpuntry by e.xpression 
of the kernels of the seeds. The nuts are said 
to be used in procuring abortion, and in criminal 
poisoning. 

Medicinal properties. — Purgative. All parts of 
this Croton, says Sir W. B. O’Sliaughnessy, are 
drastic and dangerous cathartics. The wood is used 
in minute doses in the Moluccas; the oil is the 
most powerful hydragogue cathartic, producing 
copious watery evacuations with great rapidity, one 
to two drops being sufficient to operate within half 
an hour. 

The cathartic nature of the drug is known ail 
over the East. But the seeds are only used by 
native practitioners, who prepare them variously, 
pretending that by certain preparations they are 
deprived of their poisonous qualities. They also 
throw the germ away, and add, as a corrective, 
different spices, especially cloves. 

It is not a safe medicine for weak people, for 
children, or for the aged, but it i.s unobjectionable 
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the cases of those possessed of a stron^^ constitu- 
tion, or on whom weaker medicines have little effect. 
If attended with griping or excessive action, this 
can be completely relieved by the free use of lime 
juice. Applied externally to the skin, the oil causes 
an eruption of painful pustules. The seeds, mixed 
with honey and water, are often applied to obstinate 
buboes, in native practice. 

Dose of the oil from ^rd to 1 drop. One seed 
also makes a full dose. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. — Seeds. 


CUCUMIS COLOCYNTHIS. 

Indkayan, Bisuumba, Makiial. 

The seed of the Bengal Colocynth, Cucumis 
Colocynthis, of the natural order Cucurbitaceae. 

This plant abounds in many 2 )arts of the Peninsula, 
as well as in Uj)per India. 

Medicinal properties . — Sir W. B. O’Shaughnessy 
states, that the seeds of the Bengal Colocynth, in 
half drachm doses, jiroduces decided cathartic effects. 
Dr. Waring ascribes an anthelmintic jiro}>erty to the 
oil extracted from the seed of the Indian Colbcynth. 

Price, 4 annas j)er lb. 


CUCUMIS UTILISSIMUS. 

Kankoor, Kdkree. 
and 

CUCUMIS SATIVUS. 

SuSHA, Kiieera. 

The seeds of Cucumis Utilissimus and Sativus, 
both of the natural order Cucurbitaceaj. 



[ « ] 

These plants are indigenous in Bengal and other 
parts of India, their pepoo being largely used by 
the natives as edible fruits, and also for culinjiry 
purposes. The raw fruits are not easily digestible, 
especially when in the ripe state. The seeds yield 
by expression a bland nutritious oil. 

Medicinal properties. — Diuretic. The powder of 
the toasted seeds, mixed with sugar, is used as a 
powei’ful diuretic, and is serviceable in promoting 
the flow of urine in cases of r'etention of that secre- 
tion, and for the passage of sand or gravel. 

Dose of the powdered seeds . — One scruple to 
li drachm every third hour, till the secretion is 
established. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. — Seeds. 


CUPRI SULPH. 

Toonta. 

A very common article in the Indian markets, and 
is generally used l)y the natives in making some kinds 
of astringent tooth-powders. It can be used as a 
ready emetic, is an excellent nervine tonic, and a good 
astringent, both externally and internally. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


CURCAS (JATROPHA) PURGANS. 

Bug-bhekenda. 

The plant Curcas Purgans, of the natural order 
Euphorbiacese, grows in India, Havanna, and New 
Andalusia. The leaves warmed and rubbed with 
castor oil are used as a poultice to hasten supijura- 
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tion ; the oil is chiefly used for lamps, and the seeds 
are excessively drastic. The milky juice, boiled 
with oxide of iron, makes a fine black varnish. 

Price, 2 annas per lb, — Seeds. 


CURCUMA LONGA. 

Holdi, Haridea. 

The root of the Curcuma Longa, of the natural order 
Zingeberacea;. It is cultivated in all parts of India. 
Itis stimulant and carminative, but less so than ginger, 
to which it is allied. The dose is from 5 to 20 grains, 
twice a day, for flatulency. The natives of India use 
it for culinary purposes, and sprinkle it in a powdered 
state over ulcers as a desicant. Mixed with lime, it 
is very successfully applied by the natives to relieve 
pain from bruises. 

Price, 14 annas per lb. 


CURCUMA ZEDOARIA. 

Bun-iialdi, Shutee. 

The root of the Curcuma Zcdoaria, of the natural 
order Zingeberacese, a native of Bengal and China, 
yields the round Zedoaria, all kinds of which resemble 
ginger in their medicinal qualities, but are inferior 
to it in strength and agreeableness of flavour. It can 
be used like ginger as a carminative and aromatic 
stimulant in flatulency and dyspepsia, and also as a 
corrective of purgative. It foirnis the basis of the 
red powder (faug) used in the Mooh) festival. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 
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CYDONIA VULGARIS. 

Beheedana. 

The seed of Cydonia Vulgaris, of the natural 
order Pornaceas, produces the beheedana of Indian 
markets, where they are imported from Cabul, 
Bokhara, and Asia Minor. The}-^ are highly valued 
by the Mahomedans as a demulcent tonic and res- 
torative remedy. From the presence of a mucilage, 
which they yield to water, they possess the demulcent 
and emollient properties of mucilage of accaclaj. 

Price, 1 rupee 4 annas per Ih. 


CYPERUS HEXASTACHYUS. 

Mootiia. 

and 

CYPERUS PERTENUIS. 

Nagur Mootha. 

The roots of Cyperus Ilexastachyus and Pertenuis, 
of the natural order Cyperacea^. 

Besides the ab’ove, several other species of the 
same genus are also occasionally used as medicinal 
agents. The mootha and nagur mootha are common 
domestic remedies among the natives of Bengal. 

Medicinal properties. — Tonic, diuretic, and dia- 
phoretic. Mootha in its fresh state is given in infu- 
sion as a demulcent in fevers ; used largely by the 
koberages in diarrhoea and dysentery. Nagur mootha 
is especially employed as a diuretic and diaphoretic. 

Price, 2 annas per Ib. 
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DATURA ALBA. 

Sad A Dhatuba. 

and 

DATURA FASTUOSA. 

Kala Dhatuka. 

These plants, Datura Alba and Datura Fastuosa, 
of the natural order Solanaceai, are very common over 
the Peninsula of India, generally growing in waste 
places and in the midst of rubbish. They have long 
been known to the people of India, for their intoxi- 
cating and narcotic properties. They are administer- 
ed with sweetments for effecting criminal designs ; the 
seeds are taken by the dissipated and depraved in combi- 
nation with suhjee to induce a state of delirious stupe- 
faction. They are called by the Arabs the Jowz maz 'd 
or methel^ and are very familiar to the Indian poisoners 
who give tjiemnot with the intention of killing but 
of stupefying their victims for the purpose of facili- 
tating theft and expediting other evil designs. 

A profound lethargy resembling coma combin- 
ed with delirium, a difficulty of respiration, and 
a dilated state of the pupils are generally in- 
duced. Medicinally they can be substituted for 
Belladona, for many of the purposes for which the 
latter is used ; both the seeds and leaves and some- 
times the fresh juice of the leaves also are mixed 
with emollients, and applied externally in rheu- 
matism and other kinds of pain. 'J'he practice of 
smoking the leaves or the dried stems, is attended 
with great success and relief in asthma. 

Their pi*operties are narcotic, anodyne, and antis- 
pasmodic ; can be taken advantage of in almost all 
affections of the human system in which such 
remedies are indicated, but they are to be used with 
great caution, for when carried to excess, they are apt 
to prove exceedingly dangei’ous. The Datura 
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Fastuosa. is more powerful than Datura Alba, both of 
Avhich liaA^e occasionally been used with alleged bene- 
fit in some forms of mania, epilepsy, and obstinate 
headache 

Price, 5 annas per lb. 

DIOSPYROS EMBRYOPTERIS. 

Gaub, Sindica. 

The tree Diospyros Embryopteris, of the natural 
order Ebenacoae, grows commonly all over India. 
The fruit yields on expression an excessively 
astringent juice containing GO ])er cent, of pure 
tannic acid. It is used in medicine as a valuable 
astringent and styptic, and is employed in Bengal 
for ])aving tlie bottoms of boats. The bark has 
been given in intermittent fevers, but with doubtful 
results. Tlie infusion of tlie unripe fruit is used to 
steep fish-nets in, to make them more durable. The 
ripe fruit is oaten by the natives. 'J''he concrete 
oil obtaii^Kl by boiling the seeds is used in native 
medicine for various pur[)oses, chietly as an exttirnal 
application. The glutinous pidp surrounding the 
seeds is used by Europeans in binding books, as it is 
obnoxious to insects. It is used on the .Malal>ar Coast 
as an excellent glue by tlie carpenters, d'lic wood 
is of inditferent quality, and not much used. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 

OIPTEROCARPUS L/tYJS. 

Gur.jun-tel, Tieka-Gurjun. 

The oil or balsam obtained from tlie trunk of Dijitero- 
carpus Laivis, of the natural ordijr Dipterocarpacem. 

The plant is a native of Chittagong, Tipperali, 
Assam, and of the Andaman Isles ; yields in groat 





abundance a thin balsam well known in all the 
Indian bazars under the name of Gurjan-tel or -w'ood 
oil. As found in the bazai’, it is a brown oily-look- 
ing', semi-transparent liquid. On distillation, it yields 
about 35 to 40 per cent, of volatile oil, leaving a 
thick resin. Its odour, Sir William B. O’Shaughnessy 
compares to that of copaiba balsam when mixed 
with a little naphtha. This substance is an excellent 
substitute I’or balsam of copaiba. 

Specific gravity, 0.9020. 

Soluble in alcohol ; spjiringly so in ether ; insoluble 
in water. 

Medieinal properties . — Diuretic and slightly sti- 
mulant. Acts u])on the mucous membi'aue of the 
genito-urinary organs ; very useful in gonorrhoea, 
gleet, and other similar affections. In gleet, espe- 
cially, it has been found more efficacious than balsam 
of copaiba. It is .also used externally as a stimu- 
lating application to indolent ulcers. 

Dose. — Ten to thirty dro])S in a mucilaginous 
draught, two or three times a day. 

Price, 8 annas [)er lb. 


DRACOC.EPHALUM ROYLEANUM. 

Tukiim-bcouxgo. 

and 

OCYMUM BASILICUM. 

Baboo YE-TOOSLEE-BEE.). 

The seeds of the Dracocephalum Boyleauum and 
Ocymum Basilicum, of the natural order Labia taj, differ 
slightly in their character from each other ; the for- 
mer is small and round, the latter is thin and oblong. 
Botli kinds of seeds abound (in the testa or en- 
velope) in a peculiar mucilaginous matter, slightly 
imparted to cold water, and mostly retained within 
their envelope. 
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Medicinal properties . — Demulcent and emollient. 
Employed as a good cooling remedy in gonorrhoea 
and in all inflammatory affections of the mucous 
membranes of the urinary passages. 

It is also useful in catarrh, dysentery, and chronic 
diarrhoea. It is sometimes used for relieving the 
after-pains of parturition. The mucilage can he 
used with effect in relieving gastric irritation. It 
is useful as a soothing application to inflamed parts. 
Preparation . — JMucilage : 

Babooye toolsee seeds ... 1 drachm. 

Water ... 8 oz. 

Soak for two hours. Dose. — ad libitum. 
Cataplasm : 

Soak the babooye toolsee seeds in water till they 
swell up, enclose between thin pieces of muslin, and 
then apply over the inflamed part. 

Price, 12 annas per lb. 


ELETTARIA CARDAMOMUM. 

ClIOTA-ILLACIlEK, G UZEBATEE-ILLACIIEE. 

The ])lant Elettaria Cardamornum, of the natural 
order Zingiberaceau, is a native of the mountainous 
tracts of Malabar, Travancore, Wynaud, Coorg, 
Nagga, and Cannore. It yields the cardamoms of 
commerce, three varieties of which have generally 
been described and spoken of, but wliat is f»)und in 
the markets usually consists of a mixture of all of 
them. They are much used as a condiment, and 
enter into the composition of the famous oriental 
masticatory. As a warm cordial and spicy stimulant, 
they are used in medicine. These properties are 
due to the presence of a volatile oil which has a 
strong aromatic taste. 

Price, 4 rupees per lb. 
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EMBLICA OFFICINALIS. 

Amla, Anola, Amlaki. 

The dried seeds of tlie tree Emhlica Officinalis 
(also called Phyllantlms Eniblica), of the natural 
order EuphorhiacefB, growing all over India, especially 
in Bengal, Coromandel, Malabar, and the Deccan, are 
cluefly used by the native females to clean and per- 
fume their hairs. They .are given internally as a 
cooling remedy in bilious affections .and n.ausea, and 
in infusion make a good drink in fevers. In dia- 
betes, they are said to act with benelit. The b.ark 
of the tree is .a powerful astringent, and used in 
diarrhma and for tanning. In the recent state, this 
Myrobolan is very acid, and somewli.at purgative ; 
Avhen dry, chiefly astringent. In 'I''r.avancore the 
n.atives put the young branches into wells to 
imp.art a pleasant flavour to tlie water, especially if 
it be impure from the accumul.ation of vegetable 
matter or other causes. The tree yields a hard and 
valuable timber. Candies are made from its fruits. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 

EMBELIA RIBES. 

Bibunga. 

The Embolia Eibes, of the natural oi’der Myr- 
sincai, is a large creeper very common in Sylhet 
and its vicinities, where its berries are generally 
gathered by the natives and sold to the small traders 
in black pepper, who fraudulently mix thein with that 
spice, which they so resemble as to render it impos- 
sible to distinguish them by sight. The dried 
berries ai’e pungent, heating, and stimulant, and 
given in infusion, act as a certain anthelmintic. 

Pi'ice, 6 annas per lb. 
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ERYTHRINA INDICA. 

Palita-mandar, 

The tree Erythrina Ipdica, of* the natural order 
Leguniinosae, is common in Bengal, Travancore, the 
Coromandel and the Concans, and is much used to 
support the black pepper vine, and to protect young 
coffee trees, and, from being armed with numerous 
prickles, it serves as an excellent hedge plant to keep 
off cattle from cultivated grounds. Leaves and bark 
are used in cases of fevers by the natives. The 
leaves arc sometimes applied externally to disperse 
venereal buboes, and relieve pains on the joints. 

Price, 1 anna per lb. 

EUPATORIUM AYAPANA. 

Ayai’AN. 

The plant Eupatorium Ayapana, of the natural 
order Compositai, is a native of Bengal and Brazil. 
The leaves are substituted for tea in Mauritius. 
This plant was formerly emploj^ed against snakes 
and snake bites, in fever, cliolera, and tetanus with 
alleged efficacy ; but at present it is only given as an 
agreeable and useful diaphoretic and gentle tonic. 
Tlie expressed juice of the fresh leaves is used 
internally as an astringent, in from 2 drachms to 
ounce doses. 

Price, 3 annas per lb. 

EUPHORBIA LIGULARiA. 

Munsa-shij. 

and 

EUPHORBIA NIVULIA. 

Shu. 

Idle juice of Euphorbia Nivulia and Ligularia of 
the natural order Euphox’biacea!. 
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These plants are common all over India. The 
root of Munsa-shij, mixed with black pepper, is 
employed in cases of snake-bites, both internally 
and externally. The juice of the leaves of both 
the abpve specie.s, when Warmed and dropped into 
the ear, has been found to give great relief in ear- 
ache. The shij leaves, ndien warmed, are applied 
over the hypogastric region, and are said to promote 
the secretion of urine. 

Medicinal properties. — Diuretic, pui'gative, and 
deobstruent. — The juice mixed with neem or some 
other oil is employed externally in rheumatic pains, 
and in cases of contracted limbs resulting from 
rheumatism. The juice of the shij leaves are used 
as a diuretic, and those of Munsa-shij for relieving 
asthmatic attacks. 

Price, 1 anna per lb. 


FAGRCEA FRAGRANS , — Roxh. 


The bark of Fagroea Fragrans, of the natural 
order Loganiacea?, is successfully used in malarious 
fevers occurring epidemically in the Malacca, where 
it grows to a large size, and in great abundance, on 
a light and a very poor gravelly laterite soil. It 
has lately been brought by Dr. A. C. Maingay, of 
Malacca, to the notice of the Inspector General of 
the Medical Department. From a careful chemical 
analysis of the same, I have found it to contain traces 
of Strychnia, which, therefore, must suit it admirably 
in the treatment of malarious fevers. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 
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FERONIA ELEPHANTUIVI. 

Kuthbel. 

The gummy exudation from the stem of the 
FeroniaElephantum, of the natural order Aurantiaceae. 
It resembles in pi*operties and appeai’ance the true 
Gum Arabic. 

Medicinal properties. — Demulcent. Used by the 
Tamil physicians as a soothing remedy in diarrhoea 
and dysentery. Tliey use it in the form of powder, 
mixed with honey. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 

FERRI SULPHAS. 

Heeuakus. 

This is a common mai-lcet article of India, and can 
be used as a hoematinic tonic like otlier preparations 
of iron. 

Price, 2 annas j)cr lb. 


FCENICULUM PANMORIUM. 

Panmouei, Sone. 

The fruit of Foeniculurn Pamnorium, of tlic natural 
order IJmbelliferu?, a native of various parts of India, 
possesses the same properties as the common fennel 
of the European market. It is used in India as 
an aromatic condiment and a cordial and stomachic 
in flatulency, dyspepsia, and atony of the digestive 
organs. 

Price, 5 annas per lb.. 

GARCINIA MANGOSTANA. 

Maxgosteex. 

This is tlie well-knoAvn fruit of Garcinia Mangos- 
tana, of the natural order Guttifera?, brought into 
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the Indian market from the Eastern Islands. The 
rind of tliis fruit chiefly imported from Singapore, 
has been used with much advantage in cases of 
chronic hoemorrhagic dysentery. 

Price, 1 rupee per lb. 


GARCINiA (HEBRADENDRON) PiCTORIA. 

Gamboge, Ossaba-rewund. 

The concrete juice of the Garcinia Pictoria, of 
the natural order Guttiferae. 

Tlie tree grows abundantly in the Wynaod 
forest, and it is also procuraldo in various parts 
of Mysore, Coorg, &c. The gamboge yielded by 
this tree is superior in color to the Siam and 
the Ceylon varieties. It is used by the natives 
as a dye, but its niedicinal properties are unknown 
to them. On analysis, it has been found to contain 
the same ingredients as tlie other varieties, with 
a little excess of pigmentary matter. 

Medicinal properties. — ^Purgative. Can be used 
in the same way and for the same purpose as the 
gamboge of the Pharmacopceia. 

Besides the al)ove, several otlier species of G.ar- 
cinia produce gamboge. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


GENTIANA (PNEUMONANTHE) KURROO. 

Kurroo. 

The root of Gentiana Kurroo, of the natural 
order Geutiancem, a native of Simla, Mussoorie, and 
other parts of the Himalayas, possessed of the same 
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properties a.s tlie other species of gentian, can bo 
used as an excellent hitter tonic. It constitutes an 
adetpiate substitute for Gentiana lutea. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


GLYCYRRHIZA GLABRA. 

Jesto-moduu. 

Tlie dried root, or under-ground stem of Gly- 
cyrrliiza Glabra, of the natural order Leguniinosai, 
constitutes the ordinary liquorice whicli is so 
common in Indian bazars, though tlie plant itself 
is a native of South of Europe, Crete, Candia, and 
Cochin China. It is used by some classes of 
natives as an ingredient of their masticatory, to 
winch it gives a sweetish taste. llotli in Indian 
and European medicine, it is extensively given as 
a demulcent and pectoral, and as an adjunct to 
nauseous drugs. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


GMELINA ASIATICA. 

Gomoodoo. 

and 

GMELINA PARVIFLORA. 

Shree Gomoodoo. 

The root of the Gnielina Asiatica, and the whole 
plant of Gmelina Parviflora, of the natural order 
VerbenacesB. 

Medicinal properties . — The root is demulcent. 
The plant lias the power of rendering water muci- 
laginous ; it is employed for the relief of the 
scalding of gonorrhoea. 

Pi’ice, 2 annas per lb. 


h 
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GYNOCARDIA ODORATA. 

Chaulmoogba. 

The oil expressed from the seeds of Gynocardia 
Odorata, of the natural order Flacourtiaceae. 

It is imported from Sylhet. The kernels of tlie 
seeds yield, by expression, about 15 per cent, of a 
thick fixed oil, of unpleasant flavour, and rather 
offensive smell. It becomes conci’ete at a tem- 
perature below 70°, and fluid at about 90°. 

Specific gravity, 0.9613. 

Soluble in ether, partially in alcohol. 

Medicinal properties. — Emollient. The oil is ex- 
tensively used in the treatment of cutaneous diseases, 
especially in leprosy, ichthyo.sis, and in all kinds 
of syphilitic eruptions, simple or in combination. 
When taken internally, it is said to purify the blood 
of patients afflicted with leprosy. 

Dose for adult, 10 to 15 grains of the kernel, 
daily. 

Preparation.—-OintmQnt : 

Chaulmoogra oil ... one pint. 

Spermacete ... 2 oz. 

Wax ... 6 oz. 

Melt and strain. 

N. B . — Any active medicinal agents suited to 
particular cases in tlie ti'catment of cutaneous 
diseases can be incorporated with this ointment 
with great advantage. 

Price, Oil, 2 rupees; Seeds, 2 annas per lb. 

HELLEBORUS NIGER. 

Kala-kootkke. 

The root of the Helleborus Niger, of the natural 
order Eanunculacese. 
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This and another species of the hlack Hellebore 
are produced in Nepal. Pure Kala-kootkee is 
scarcely procurable in .the Calcutta mai'ket ; but it 
comes adulterated with another species which is 
sold as genuine ; but it has no purgative properties. 

Medicinal properties . — A powerful cathartic, used 
in maniacal and dro23sical cases ; but its actions ai’e 
so violent, and results so uncertain, that it has 
been discarded from ordinary practice, though in 
veterinary pharmacy it still holds a jirominent place. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


HEMIDESMUS INDICUS. 

Unanta-mool. 

The root of Hemidesmus Indicus, of the natural 
order Asclepiadesc, common all over the Indian 
Peninsula, has been long employed by the natives in 
a variety of diseases generally with advantage. It 
has now found its way to European practice, and 
become officinal. It is used as a clieup and effi- 
cacious substitute for Sarsaparilla in cachectic com- 
plaints, and hence its names, the Asclepias Pseudo- 
sarsa and the Indian Sarsaparilla. Its use as a diuretic, 
diaphoretic, and alterative tonic has generally been 
attended with great success, and Dr. O’Shauglinessy 
even considers the activity of this medicine to be 
much more decided than that of “ Sarsajiarilla.” 

Price, 6 annas per Ib. 


HERMODACTYLUS. 

SOORINJITN. 

The bulbs or cortnus of some unknown species of 
the natural order Liliacete. There are two varieties 
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of this substance commonly sold in Indian bazars, 
Soorinjun tulk or bitter, imported fi’om 
Cashmere, and soorinjun shereen, or sweet, from 
Arabia. They are evidently obtained from some 
species closely allied to that of colchicum, the 
medicinal virtues of which they have been foiind 
to possess iu a nearly ecjual degree, and they consti- 
tute, therefore, an excellent substitute for it. 

MedicAnnl properties . — Diuretic and sedative. An 
acetous tinctui’e prepared from the bitter variety 
is found to produce increased action of some of the 
secreting organs ; the action of the skin is also in- 
creased, that of the heart diminished. Can be em- 
ployed, like colchicum, in gout, rheumatism, torpi- 
dity of the liver, and some cases of dropsy. It has, 
likewise, a depressing action, for which it is to be 
used with caution. Both the varieties are exten- 
sively used by the hakeems ; but they require fur- 
ther trials before they can be safely adopted as an 
article of pharmacy. 

Preparation . — Tincture : 

Ilermodactylo (Soorinjun tulk) in jrowder ... 5 oz. 

Proof spirit ... ... ... Oij 

Macerate for two days, then boil for 20 minutes 
in a digesting apparatus ; strain while hot. 

Price, 2 rupees per lb. 

HIBISCUS ABELMOSCHATUS. 

Kala-kustooree, Lotah-kustoree. 

The seeds of Hibiscus Abelmoscliatus, of the na- 
tural order Malvaceae, are found in all the bazars, 
and are mucli esteemed for their cordial, stomachic 
and antispasmodie virtues. Ileduced to powder, the 
Arabs use them as an adjunct to coffee. This 
plant is also called Musk Hibiscus, and is very 
common all over India. 

Price, 1 rupee per lb. 
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HIRUDO MEDICINALIS. 

JONK. 

Tlie Himdo Medicinalis, of tlie order Asnnelida, 
Iiave lon< 2 ^ been employed in India for local abstrac- 
tion of blood. There are twelve species of leeches, 
six poisonous and six not so, described in Susruta, 
a work on Hindu medicine. They are found in 
abundance in Persia, Delhi, and Poona, &c. 

Price, (in Calcutta) 2 annas each. 


HYDRARGYRI CHLORIDUM CUM BICHLORIDUM. 

EusKurrooR. 

This powerful mercurial is an important article of 
Indian commerce. Besides its extensive use in 
Indian medi(;ine as an alterative and fumigatory, 
it is greatly consumed as a poison. 

Price, 0 rupees per lb. 


HYDRARGYRI PERSULPHURETUM. 

IlrNGOOL, SnUNGRAF. 

In Indian medicine. Cinnabar is the basis of almost 
all mercurial preparations. It is used extt'rnally and 
in funjigation. The preparation known as Mokui'or- 
dhuj or Rassa-Sindoo of the Koberaj’s, is almost 
a pure sulphide of mercury, prepared in a peculiar 
Avay mixed with gold, wliicli, however, does not 
enter into its composition. This preparation is one 
of the most efficacious remedies in the hand of native 
practitioners, in all cases where an alterative plan of 
treatment is necessary. 

Pi’ice, 3 rupees per lb. — Crude Hingool. 
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HYDROCOTYLE ASIATICA. 

Thul-kuri. 

The plant Ilydrocotyle Asiatica, of the natural 
order Umbelliferae, grows wdld in Bengal and many 
other parts of India. The leaves which are hitter 
are toasted and given in infusion to children in 
bowel complaints and fevers. They are also em- 
ployed as anti-inflammatoi'y in pains and bruises. 
This plant is considered to possess powerful alterative 
properties, and on the Malabar Coast reputed as 
an excellent specific in leprosy, but further trials 
are necessary to substantiate its properties. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 


HYOSCYAMUS NIGER. 

Khorasanee-ajowan. 

The plant Ilyoscyamus Niger, of the natural 
order Solanaceae, is a native of Europe and Asia 
Minor, but now has been extensively cultivated in 
Sheharunpore, in the neighbourhood of Agra and 
Ajmere, and also in the Botanic Garden of Calcutta. 
The seeds are sold in all the bazars under the name 
of Khorasanee-ajowan. Its leaves and seeds are 
employed for their narcotic properties ; the latter, 
however, being more active, are generally used. In 
its effects on the human system, this plant and its 
preparations stand mid-way between Opium and 
Belladona, combining great soothing and anodyne 
power with the property of dilating the pupils. 
It can be used as a sedative in place of opium, when 
that drug is contra-indicated from its constipatino- and 
exciting properties. The leaves are sometimes^sed 
as cataplasms to allay pain and remove irritation. 
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An excellent dry inspissated juice of the leaf has 
been prepared by Mr. Superintending Surgeon 
Ludlow at Agra and Ajraere, by exposing the juice 
in thin layers on a shallow earthen vessel to the 
intense heat of the sun in April and May. This 
extract has been used frequently, and considered far 
superior to any imported from Europe or prepared 
in this country by other processes. In three grain 
doses, its soporific and anodyne effects ai'e most de- 
cisive, and its use, I'arely, if ever, followed by any 
headache or other unplea.sant symptom. — (B. D). 

Price, 1 rupee per lb. 


ICHNOCARPUS FRUTESCENS. 

Spiama-lota. 

The Ichnocarpus Frutescens, of the natural order 
Apocynacese, is a common hedge plant in Bengal, 
Ceylon, Travancore, and many otlier parts of India. 
It is said to possess the alterative and diaphoretic 
properties of Sarsaparilla, for which it is sometimes 
used as a substitute. 

Price, 12 annas per lb. 


INDIGOFERA TINCTORIA. 

Nil. 

The plant Indigofei*a Tinctoria, of the natural order 
Leguminosae, grows wild in China and Cochin 
China, and is extensively cultivated all over India. 
This and several other species of the same genus 
yield the indigo of commerce. The indigo pre- 
pared in the Districts of Kishnaghur, Jessore, Moor- 
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sliedabad, Tirhoot is considered to be of the best 
quality. It is chiefly consumed as a coloring 
ligent. The leaf of this plant has been used in 
India as an alterative in hepatitis. The I’oot is 
considered as an antidote for poisons generally, and 
given in decoction in calculas. The leaves are 
rubbed up with water and applied over the hy|)o- 
gastrium to promote the flow of urine. Where the 
leaves are not available, indigo itself is used in the 
same way. Powdei^ed indigo has been also used in 
Gerinany in epilepsy, but with uncertain results. In 
fact, its medicinal virtues have not been thoroughly 
ascertained. 

Price, 2 rupees per lb. 

IPOMCEA TURPETHUM. 

Teorke, Toor-bood 

The Turpeth root, the produce of Iponinea Turi)e- 
thum, of the natural order Convolvulacea;. It 
grows abundantly in Bengal, Ceylon, and all over 
India genei-ally. 

Medicinal 'properties. — Purgative. The powder 
of the bai'k of tlm dry root, mixed with sugar, is 
used by the Koberajes in scruple doses, which act 
within three hours, j)roducing two or three semi- 
solid stools, unaccompanied by griping, nausea, or 
vomiting. Sir W. B. O’Shaughnessy, however, con- 
demned its use, from what he considered the un- 
certainity of its action. The native Kobex'ajes, even 
up to this day, use it as a mild purgative, and its 
action they say is far from being uncertain. 

I cannot recommend its abandonment until a fur- 
ther trial has been given to it by English practi- 
tioners. 

Dose . — Powdered root, one to two scruples. 

Price, 12 annas per lb. 
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IRIS FLORENTINA. 

Begbunofsha. 

The roots of Iris Florentinn, of the natural order 
Iridace.'c, are the orris root of European shops. 
This plant is a native of Italy and Asia Minor, hut 
excellent orris root is procurable in the Calcutta 
bazars under the naine of Begbunofsha. A species 
of Iris is cultivated in India, and its roots are used 
in the same manner as those of the Florentine kind. 
In large doses, they act as a purgative and emetic, and 
when reduced to powder, constitute a favorite in- 
gredient in hair and tooth powder. Peas turned 
from the wood are used in issues to support suppura- 
tion.--(B. D.) 

Price, 12 annas per lb. 


JUNIPERIS COMMUNIS. 

Abiiul, IIoober. 

The plant Juniperis Communis, of the natural 
order Conifera'., a native of Europe, has lieen dis- 
covered by Captain Webb, as growing wild on Netee 
Pass, and by Mr, Inglis in Kunawar. The berries are 
brought into Calcutta from Cabul and tlie Himalayas, 
and considered as an excellent emenagogue and 
diuretic. They are, howevei’, chiefly consumed in the 
manufacture of gin to ivhicli it imparts its flavour. 
Tlie diuretic properties of gm are attributa))lo to tlie 
pi’esence of this substance. 

Price, 4 annas per 11). 

LAURUS CAMPHORA CCAMPHORA OFFICINARUM) 

Kuri'oon. 

The tree Laurus Camphora is a native of Ja))an, 
Borneo, Sumatra, and some other parts of the 


] 



[ CO ] 


Eastern Ai'cliipclago. A concrete volatile oil ob- 
tained from its wood by sublimation, and re-' 
sublimed in bell-sliaped masses, is the camphor 
of commerce. Specific gravity varies from 0.98G 
to 997. 

Solubility — in water, 1 in 1000 ; in rectified 
spirit, 1 in 1 ; freely in chloroforin, ether, volatile 
and fixed oils, and acetic acid, but not in alkalis. 

It is antispasmodic, diaphoretic, and stimulant at 
first, sedative afterwards. It produces slight ex- 
hilaration without qui(;kening the pulse ; quiets 
nervous iiritation and I’cstlessness. It is an aua- 
phrodisiac, and given in chordeo. 

Pi’ice, 1 rupee 4 annas per lb. 


LEPIDIUM SATIVUM. 

Haleem. 

The Lepidium Sativum, of the natural order 
Cruciferje, cultivated all over Asia, yields the seed 
known in tlie Bazars as Haleem dana. It is very 
much used by the native physicians as a gentle 
stimulant; bruised and mixed with lime juice, is 
deemed useful in checking local inflammations. In 
half drachm doses, it has been found to act as a 
gentle and warm aperient. 

Price, 5 annas per lb. 


LIGUSTICUM (CNIDUM) DIFFUSUM. 

Bonjawn. 

The plant Ligusticum Diffusum, of the natural 
oi’der TImbelliferas, is cultivated all over Lower 
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Bengalj and very common in jviany otlicr pai’ts of 
India. The seeds ai’e carminative and stomachic, 
and chiefly used as a medicine for cattle. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


LIGUSTICUM (PTYCHOTIS) AJOWAIN. 

Ajowan, Joan, Juvanee, Amoos. 

The plant Ptychotis Ajowain, of the natiu’al order 
Umbelliforfe, grows in gi'cat abundance ev'^eiy^vhere 
in India. The seeds have an aromatic smell and 
a warm pungent taste. They are lai'gely used 
in India as a carminative in flatulent colic. 
They are generally taken by a cerl^iin class of the 
natives as an ingredient of their masticatory. 

Price, 5 annas per lb. 


LINUM USITATISSIMUM. 

Tesee, Musiiina. 

The plant Linum Usitatissimuni, of the natural 
order Linaceae, is extensively cultivated in Bengal, 
Northern India, and also in the Neilghen’ies. It is 
the common flax plant ' of Europe, its nativfi 
country being still unknown. In Europe it is 
extensively cultivated chiefly for the sake of its 
fibres, but in India for its seeds alone. The best 
flax comes from Russia, Belgium, and, of late years, 
from Ireland. The seeds retain a large quantity 
of vegetable mucilage, and yield, on expression, 27 
per cent, of clear, yellowish brown fluid oil, not 
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congealed even by the jnost intense cold ; smoking 
very much when hurnt, readily becoming rancid, 
and drying speedily on exposure to the air. To 
this oil and mucilage, the meal owes its emollient, and 
demulcent properties which makes it so useful, when 
mixed with hot water, to form a poultice, or 
soothing ajiplication to injured or inflamed external 
parts. The oil is laxative, and an infusion of the 
seeds sweetened with licpioi-ice is given internally 
as a demulcent drink in cabxrrhs, inflammation, and 
irritation of tlie bladder, &c., &c. The boiled oil is 
used in painting and varnishes. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. — Seeds. 


LUFFA ECHINATA. 

Bundaul. 

The Luffa Echinata, of the natural order Cucurbi- 
tace8e, is a creeper very common all over Bengal 
and many other parts of India. The whole plant 
is intensely bitter, and, when dried, an infusion of 
it is given as an excellent bitter tonic and febrifuge. 
In native medicine, it is considered as a specific in 
chronic enlargement of spleen, aiid Dr.* Dickinson 
speaks of it as such in very high terms. He attri- 
butes to it. the properties of an alterative, and gives 
several illustrations of success attending its use in 
chronic malarious fevers, complicated with enlarged 
spleen. The powder of the dried pcpo is also used 
as an errhine in some obstinate forms of headache 
with good results. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 
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LYGODiUM (OPHIOGLOSSUM) FLEXUOSUM. 

Biiootkaj. 

The Lygodium Flexiiosum, of the natiiral order 
Osmundacese, is a native of Bengal and many other 
parts of India. The j)owder of the dried leaves 
is used wi til alleged success as a powerful errhine in 
obstinate headache. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


MALVA MAURITIANA. 

Kungke-ke-pat. 

The plant Malva Mauritiana, of the n,atural order 
Malvaceic, is cultivated in most parts of Bengal. Its 
seeds are lirouglit from llydrabad. It can be used 
with equal efficacy as a substitute for marshmallow, 
from which emollient drinks and ptisans are prepared 
in Europe, and on Avhich the French physicians place 
so much confidence. 

Price, 10 annas per lb. 


MANGIFERA INDICA. 

Amar-kussee. 

The Mangifera Indica, of the natural order Ana- 
cardiaceai, is an elegant large tree, common every 
where in India. Its fruit, the mango, well known as 
the most delicious of Indian fruits, is esteemed very 
wholesome, and when unripe is much used in tarts, 
pickles, preserves, &c. The kernel of the seed, called 
Amur icussee, appears to be nutritious, and in times of 
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scarcity and famine, it is boiled and eaten liy the 
destitute and indigent people. It is possessed of 
anthelmintic properties for wliicli the native physi- 
cians use it largely. The kernels arc astringent, 
and yield a Inrge percentage of Gallic Acid by a 
similar process to that followed in extracting from 
Gall-nuts of commerce. From the trunk of the tree, 
a soft reddisli brown gum resin c.xudes, which, 
mixed with lime juice or oil, is applied externally to 
scabies and cutaneous affections. Several medicinal 
virtues are ascribed to its bai'k, young leaves, and 
the resinous juice, but none of them have undergone 
the test of experiment. The wood is commonly 
used as fuel, and the timber, though apt to decay, 
if exposed to wet, serves well for ordinary pui'poscs. 

Price, 8 annas j)er lb. — Kernel. 


MANNA OFFICINALIS. 

SlIEER-KHIST. 

This is a concrete exudation obtained from Fraxi- 
nus Ornus, Fraxinus Rotundifolia, and probably 
several other species of the same genus of the 
natural order Jasminese. These ti’ces are ''natives 
of the southern, part of, Europe. The Manna of 
the European di’uggists is chiefly imported from 
Italy and Calabria. This Manna is also obtained 
in the Calcutta bazars under the name Sheer-khist. 
It is nutritious, particularly when recent, and acts as 
a mdd laxative without irritating the bowels, and, 
therefore, very useful for children and delicate 
females. 

Price, 3 rupees per lb. 
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MARANTA ARUNDINACEA. 

AimowEOOT. 

This is a fecula obtained by washing the crushed 
or rasped root of several species of the natui’al 
order Marantacece. In India, Maranta Arundinacea 
and Maranta Eamosissiina form the principal sources 
of Arrowroot. The latter species abounds in the 
Eastern districts of Bengal, as Sylhet, Comillah, &c. 
I have cultivated it in my garden at Burdwan, and 
have obtained a very superior produce. The Arrow- 
root sold in the bazars is sometimes fraudulently 
mixed with p<jtatoe-starch, winch, in a great measure, 
deteriorates its properties. The particles of pota- 
toe-starch being large and marked with concentric 
layers, can be easily detected by the microscope. 
Arrowroot is a pure starch, and chiefly given as a 
light food to sick and invalid people. 

Price, 6 annas per lb. 

MEL. 

Modhu, Siiuiiud. 

Mel, or honey, is a saccharine secretion depovsited 
by Apis Mellifica, an insect of the order Hyme- 
noptera, commoidy known as tlie honey-bee. It is, 
in fact, a vegetable product, occurring chiefly in the 
nectaries of flowers, but the bee collects and bi*ings 
it to the hive to store it up for the food of the com- 
munity. It contains two kinds of sugar, one of 
which crystallizes, but the other does not. It is 
nutritious, demulcent, and laxative ; but chiefly in 
use as a vehicle, as in Mel Boracis, Mel liosce. Honey 
is the most favoidte vehicle of native medicines, and 
forms the basis of several very popular medicin^il 
preparations. Combined with vinegar, it makes the 
oxymel of the Pharmacopceia, In some localities it 
is poisonous, owing to the deleterious nature of the 
plant from Avhich it is collected. 

Price, 5 annas per lb. 
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MCLCE (MYLABRIS) CICHORII. 

Teljni, Telee. 

Meloe Cichorii is an insect of the order Coleoptera, 
common in tlie neigh bourliood of Dacca, in the 
Hyderabad district and numerous other localities. 
This dy, if procured before the mites have commenced 
its destruction, yields, on the average, one*third more 
cantharidin than the Spanish fly of the European 
shops. 

Its actions on the human system, and uses in 
tlierapeutics, are similar to those of thij Spanish fly 
(Cantharis Vesicatoria) for which it is an adequate 
substitute. 

Price, 1 rupee 8 annas per lb. 


MENTHA SATIVA. 

POOOEENA. 

The Mentha Sativa, of the natural order Labiatfe, 
is a favorite medicine of the native physicians in 
dyspeptic complaints, and frequently given to stop 
vomiting. It is common all over Bengal, and a 
chutney prepared from the fresh herb is in common 
use among tlie natives. Its actions correspond with 
those of the other mints. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 

MESUA FERREA. 

Nagkasiioke, Nagassur. 

The tree Mesua FeiTea, of the natural order 
Ixiittiferm, is found chiefly in gai’dens in Bengal, and 
much cultivated in Java and the Malabar. The 
flt)\vers are obtained in the bazars in a dried state, 
beini>- used in medicine, as well as esteemed for their 
fragrance. The grandees of Ava are said to stuff 
their pillows with the dried anthers of the flowers 
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on <accoimt of their fragrance. Every part of this 
tree has been supposed in some place or other to be 
possessed of some active medicinal virtues, which 
have not been properly ascertoined. The flowers and 
leaves are used in Bengal as antidotes to snake 
poison. The dried flowers in powder are used by the 
natives as an astringent in lioemorrhoidal discharges 
in doses of one scruple to one drachm with butter. 
The flowei's when distilled yield an Attur known 
as the Nag-Kussur-ka- Attur. The kernel of the 
seeds when expressed yields a fixed oil, knoxyn as 
Nahur oil, whicli is very useful in the cure of itch. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


MICHELIA CHAMPACA. 

Chami’aca, Champa. 

The Michclia Chanipaca, of the natural order 
Magnoliaceaj, is a native of Java and the Moluccas, 
but extensively cultivated all over Bengal. This 
tree flowers and bears fruits all round the year, but 
most plentifully during the hot months of April, 
May, June, and July. The flowers are of a yellow, 
sometimes deep orange color, and cx(j[uisitely fra- 
grant. They ai’e higlily esteemed by the Hindoos, 
especially for the use they make of them in tlieir 
religious ceremonies. The bark of this well-known 
tree is bitter and aroinatic, and Sir W. B. O’Shaugh- 
nessy considers it as an excellent substitute for 
Guaiacum, like the Magnolia glauca. It msiy be 
given in powder in intermittent fevers, in doses of 
from 10 to 30 grains. Its, aromatic properties are 
dissipated on being boiled either in water or spirit, 
and on evaporation a bitter extract remains, whicJi 
contains tannic and gallic acid. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 
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MQMORDICA CHARANTIA. 

Kukowla. 

The Momordica Charantia and M. Muricata, of 
the natural order Cucurhitaceae, cultivated every 
where in the Peninsula, differ from each other in the 
forms of their fruit ; the former having the fruit 
longer and more ohlong, the latter smaller, more 
ovate, muricated, and tuhercled. The fruits of 
both these species are hitter and wholesome, and 
eaten in cm-ries by the natives, who value more the 
second variety, the Oochya of the Bengal bazars. 
The juice of the fresh leaves, especisdly of M. Cha- 
rantia, mixed with warm water, has been successfully 
used as an atliehnintic. The whole plant pulverised 
is said to act as a good specific in leprosy and 
malignant ulcers, when applied externally. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 


MOMORDICA DIOECA. 

Ghosal-piiul. 

The plant Momordica Dioeca, of the natural order 
Cucurbitacea;, grows commonly all over India. The 
tender green fruits and tuberous roots (sometimes 
weighing from 2 to 3 lbs.) are eaten by the natives. 
The powder or infusion of the dried fruits, when 
introduced into the nostrils, produces a powerful 
errhine effect, and provokes a copious discharge from 
the Schneiderian mucus membrane. Rheede con- 
siders it a valuable cejjhalic, being found to relieve 
all pains in the head. The root, which is mucilagi- 
nous to the taste, is prescribed by Hindoo practition- 
ers in the form of electuary in hoemorrhoids. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 
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MORINGA PTERYGOSPERIVIA.-^^y/>^'«"<Awt Moringa. 

SUJEENA, SOIIUNJUNA, SilOBHUNJUNA. 

The tree Moringa Pterygosperma, of the natui'al 
order Moringaceae, is commonly cultivated all over 
India for its leaves, flowers, and immature capsules, 
which are used by the natives in cuiTies. The root 
resembles the English horseradish, both in flavor 
and chemical composition. The native practitioners 
prescribe the fresh root in paralysis, intennittent 
fevers, hysteria, and epilepsy, and reckon it as a 
valuable rubefacient in palsy and chi’onic rheuma- 
tism, The seeds yield an oil used very much by 
perfumers and u^atch-makers as the Ben, oil,, and also 
as a salad oil in the West Indies, because it does not, 
by keeping, congeal or turn rancid. The oil is also 
used as an external application in gout, rheumatism, 
and various other kinds of pain in the limbs. In 
Jamaica the wood is used for dyeing a l)luo color. 

Piice, 4 annas per lb. 


MUCUNA (PRURiENS) PRURITUS. 

Carpopogon ( Dolichos ) Prnricns . — Coivhage. 

Alkusiiee, Atalagupta, Kiwacii. 

The Mucuna Pruriens, of the natural order Le- 
guminosaj, is an annual twining plant common in 
Bengal, Dhera-Dhoon, and all over the Peninsula, 
The hairs covering the pods mixed with honey or 
sugar, and made into syrupy consistence, are given 
in the treatment of worm cases : they seem to act 
mechanically on the body of the worms.- Their 
action is especially directed to the round worms, and 
it is expedient to follow it up by a dose of castor 
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oil, or any other purgative medicine. Applied to the 
skin, these hairs produce intolerable and idrnost 
maddening itching. 

Pi’ice, 2 annas per lb. 


MYRICA SAPIDA. 

Kaiy-phl’l. 

The Myrica Sapida, of the natural order Myricacese, 
grows in the Himalayas, from the Sutlej to Sylhet. 
The fruit has an agreeable flavor. The aromatic 
bark is much used in native medicine as a mild sti- 
mulant and jiowerful errhine. 

l^rice, 4 annas per lb. 


MYRISTICA (MOSCHATA) OFFICINAUS.-iV«<me(/. 

Jayphul, Jatipiiul (Jytree). 

The tree Myristica Officinalis, of the natural order 
Myristicaceai, is a native of Sumatra and the Mo- 
luccas, being most abundant in Banda. The nut- 
meg is of a spheroidal shape, marked with reti- 
culated furrows, greyish red internall}^, with dark 
brownislx veins. It has an aromatic odour and 
taste, and contains a peculiar volatile oil, besides a 
fatty principle. It owes its stimulant and stomachic 
properties to the volatile oil, which is generally given 
to disguise the flavor of less agreeable medicines. The 
fat or Kocum butter of nutmegs is used in making 
ointments. The mace, a peculiar texture coveiing 
tlie shell of the nutmeg, is also aromatic, and some- 
times used in medicine. Besides their use in medi- 
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cine, the nutmeg and tlie mace are greatly consumed 
by the rich natives as a condiment, and also as an 
ingredient of their masticatory. 

Price, 1 rupee 8 annas per lb. 


NARDOSTACHYS (VALERIANA) JATAMANSI. 

Jatamangsi, Shumbul, Bulkur. 

The Nardostachys Jatamansi, of the natural order 
Valerianaceae, is a native of the mountains of North 
India, at verv ffreat elevations. Tiie celebrated 
spikenard of the ancients has been referred to this 
article. The roots of Jatamangsi are brought doAvu 
from the mountains in large quantities, and chiefly 
used by perfumers lor their sti'ong fragianco. In 
this drug, we have a perfect substitute for the offici- 
nal Valerian, like which it cRn be used as a nervous 
stimulant and antispasmodic in hysteila, cholera, 
epilepsy, and other nervous disorders, and also as an 
adjunct to tonics. 

Price, 6 annas per lb. 


NARTHEX (FERULA) ASSAFCETIDA. 

lIlNG TIngoozeii. 

This is the celebrated gum-resin obtained from the 
excised root of Narthex Assafetida, of the natural 
order IJmbellifera), growing in abundance in Persia, 
the neighbourhood of Herat, the mountains of Laris- 
tan, and Beloocliistan, Hindukosh, Punjab, and some 
other pai’ts of North India. It has a very disagree- 
able odour, for which it is called the ‘devil’s dung.’ 
It is a moderate stimulant, a powerful antispasmodic, 
an efficient expectorant, and feeble laxative, and 
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is used with advantage in cases of flatulency in the 
bowels, hysteric paroxysms, and other kinds of 
nervous affections, and also in some forais of chro- 
nic bronchitis. It yields all its virtues to alcohol, 
and fonns a clear tincture, which becomes milky 
on the addition of water. 

Price, 2 rujiees 8 annas per lb. 


NERIUM ODORUM ALBA , — White Oleander. 

SlIETII-KAROOBEE, IVANEKR. 

The Nerium Odorum, of the natural order Apocy- 
nacea?, grows abundantly all over India, especially in 
the hilly districts about Ilurdwar, and is a very com- 
mon garden plant. There are five varieties of it, but 
the most poisonous, and that most generally used, 
is the white Oleander, having a single row of petals. 
Dr. Ainslie calls it the Albo Simplex. It is known 
throughout Bengal as the Sheth Kuruhhee. The 
other varieties are considered in this country as 
innocuous ; at any rate, they seem to be compara- 
tively less powerful. It is the root of this, the 
white variety, which is reputed as the best antidote 
for snake bite, and which is also frequently used for 
purposes of criminal abortion. Both Dr. Ainslie 
and Sir W. B. O’Shaughnessy describe it as a power- 
ful repellent when used externally, and also as a 
violent poison when taken internally; but neither 
of the authors gives us any clue to its mode of 
operation on the human system. From cases on 
record, and from w'hat we have seen, it appears that 
the Oleander resembles, in a great measure, the 
Nux-vonvica, and its alkaloid principle strychnia, in 
its effects on the human system. Indeed, Oleander 



belongs to ApocynacesE, a family of plants closely 
allied to Loganiacem, which contains among its mem- 
bers the Nux-vomica. 

Pi’ice, 5 annas per lb. 


NICOTIAN A TABACUM. 

Tumak, Tambakoo. 

The plant Nicotiana Tabacum, of the natural or- 
der Solanacese, is a native of the warmer parts of 
America,andextensively cultivated all over the world, 
for the leaves which, when dried, are variously manu- 
factured, for the purposes of smoking and chewing. 
In India the leaves powdered, or sometimes cut into 
very small pieces, are mixed up with treacle and 
various other aromatics, according to the taste and 
means of the individual, and made into the consis- 
tence of a pill-mass, which constitutes the Tumak of 
Indian bazars. Tobacco is a narcotic, emetic, and power- 
ful sedative, especially affecting the heai’t, frequent- 
ly causing great depression. Smoked, it is a sedative 
and expectorant in various cases of asthma. Occa- 
sionly used as snuff for affections of the head. It 
is dangerous on account of its poisonous properties, 
which are attributable to the presence of a volatile 
alkoloid, the nicotina or nicotianin. 

Price 4 annas per lb. — Leaves. 


NIGELLA SATIVA. 

Kala-jira. 

The plant Nigella Sativa, of the natural order 
Ranunculaceae, extensively cultivated in India, pro- 
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duces the triangular seeds, which reseinhle coarse 
gunpowder, and possess a strong aromatic odour 
and a flavour similar to that of Sassafras or Cubebs. 
The Nigella seeds have been long used in medicine, 
and are praised by Hippocrates as a tonic condiment. 
At present tliey arp chiefly employed by native 
physicians as aromatic adjuncts to purgative or 
bitter remedies. In Bengal they are given to nurses 
in the belief that they increase the secretion of milk. 
Facts have been observed to corroborate the opi- 
nion. They arc chiefly used as a condiment and 
stomachic. The seeds yield by expression 13 per 
cent, of aromatic oil. 

Price, G annas per lb. 


NYMPHCEA SOLUS. 

SlIALOOK. 

The dried seeds of Nymplioea Solus, of the natuial 
order Nympluccca!, common iix Bengal, are fried and 
used as a light food for the sick suffering from 
fever. 

Price, 2 annas 2 >er lb. 


OLDENLANDIA BIFLORA. 

KnET-rAPURA. 

The plant Oldenlandia Biflora, of the natural 
order Cinchonaceaj, grows in abundance all over 
Bengal. The whole j)lant used in infusion acts as 
an excellent tonic and febrifuge in fever. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 



[ 81 ] 

ORCHIS MASCULA. 

Salep-misree. 

The tul)ers of Orchis Mascula, of the natural 
order Orchidese, obtained in small, oval, iiTegular 
masses, hai’d, horny, semi-transj^arent, of a yellowish 
color, a feeble odour, and mucilaginous taste. 
It is composed chiefly of bassorine, soluble gum, 
and starch. Kequires about sixty times its weight 
of boiling water to dissolve. In India the Salep of 
Cashmere is reckoned the best, and is obtained 
chiefly at the Hurdwar fair from the Cashmere 
mci’chants. 

Medicinal propertien . — It is highly nutritive smd 
demulcent. It is employed as a food for invalids 
(particularly for weak and sickly clnldren), and may 
be used for the same purposes as t‘ij)ioca or sago. 
The native practitioners ascribe to it aphrodisiac 
properties. 

Preparation. — Decoction : 

Salep pow'der ... I drachm. 

Water ... 8 ounces. 

Boil and strain. Dose. — ad Uhitnin. 

Price, 12 annas per lb. 

ORYZA SATIVA.-AV« 

Chaul. 

The seeds of the Oryza Sativa, of the natural 
order Graminacese, freed from liusk. It is extensively 
cultivated in Bengal and all over India, for its uni- 
versal use as an article of diet. It forms the staff 
of life in Bengal. 

Medicinal properties . — It is highly nutritious. It 
is free from laxative properties, and, therefore, 
admirably adapted to cases in which there is a 
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Strong tendency to diarrhoea. The decoction of rice 
(rice water) is a good nutritive drink in fevei’s and 
inflammatory affections of the bowels, lungs, and 
kidney. 

Decoction : . 

Clean I’ice ... 4 oz. 

Water ... 4 pints. 

Boil to one-half and then strain. Dose. — ad libitum. 
Price, 1 anna per lb. 

OXALIS CORNICULATA. 

AMROOL, AmCIKA, ClIOOICA-TrPUTTEE. 

The Oxalis Corniculata, of the natural order Oxa- 
lidacejE, grows wild all over India, and resembles 
the European Sorrel in every respect. The small * 
leaves, tender shoots, and flowers are given in elec- 
tuaries by tlio Hindoos as a cooling medicine in 
fevers, to tlie extent of two teaspoonful daily, and 
also used with efficacy in dysentery. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 


PAPAVER SOMNIFERUM.-^’w 

Pos'ro, Afbem, Diieree. 

The plant Papaver Somniferum, of the natural 
order Papaveracea;, is very extensively cultivated in 
India for the manufacture of opium. 

The half-dried juice obtained by cutting the 
unripe capsules of the Eastern or white Poppy, con- 
stitutes the opium, perhaps the most important drug 
in the whole Materia Medica. It is largely consiimed 
in the blast as the ready agent of a pleasing intoxi- 
cation produced either by smoking or taking it in 
substance or in Solution. In the districts of Itatna, 
Benares, and Malwa, the manufacture of opium is 
carried on under the management of Government 
Agencies. Its use in medicine as a hypnotic, 
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narcotic, anodyne, .and stimulant, employed both 
intern.ally and externally, is well known in every 
country. In Beng.al and some other parts of India, 
it is used as a poison for suicidal and other criminal 
j3ur]30ses. 

The ripe c.apsules, the Poppy heads, or the posto- 
dheree of Indian Bazars, contain a narcotic and an 
.anodyne principle similar to opium. Their extract 
is given in the s.anie cases as opium, but it is not so 
powerful. The decoction of poppies is much u.sed 
as an anodyne fomentation to painful bruises and 
SAvellings, and the .syrup as .a paregoric for chilth’cn. 

The seeds {poato) Largely used as an article of diet 
yield by expression about 50 per cent, of clesir, limpid, 
bland oil, of a pale golden color, and of an agreeable 
flaAmur. It is used by the N.atives both for culinary 
purposes and for burning in their ]am|)s. It affords 
a clear flame. The oil concretes below 40° F‘. ; above 
that temperature it is fluid. Advantage is tsiken of 
this ])roperty by burning this oil in Arg.and lamps, 
instead of coeoanut oil, Avhcn the temperature of 
the air falls beloAV 00° FL 

Specific gravity, .9243. 

Soluble in ether, partially in rectified Spirits. 

It is nutritious and emollient. It can be used in 
ph.armacy in liniments, ointments, .and plasters, in 
place of olive oil. 

Price, of opium 10 rupees 8 annas per lb. 

„ of seeds 2 annas ])cr lb. 

„ of Capsules 4 .annas per lb. 

P/EDERIA FCETlDA-^pocynum Fietidum. 

GuNDO-nilADULER, GaNDHALEE. 

The fresh leaves of Paideria Ihetida, of the natural 
order Cinchonacea;, afe very foetid and alliaceous,* 

The oirensivo odour is reruoved in tlie proefHS of eookiuj>\ 
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and are extensively used in the form of curries a;s 
a cooling astringent in convalescence from diarrhoea, 
cholera, &c., &c. The plant is found in many parts 
of the continent and islands of India, and very 
common all over Bengal. The leaves are also 
used in baths, and given internally in retention of 
urine and in some fevers. Tlie root is considered 
by tlie Hindoos as a good emetic, and often pre- 
scribed as such. Tavo other species of the same 
genus are described by Koxburgh, hut their medi- 
cinal properties are not so highly valued. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


PEDALIUM MUREX. 

Buiiuo-gokiigora. 

The leaves of Pedalium Murex, of the natural 
order Pedaliacejc. The whole plant has an odour 
of musk. The fresh leaves, when stirred in water, 
I'cnder it mucilaginous. Butter-milk is often fraudu- 
lently thickened by the use of these leaves. The 
plant is common about the sea coasts. 

Medicinal properties . — Diuretic and demulcent. 
The mucilage of tliis plant, when taken intei’nally, 
greatly increases the flow of urine, and thus proves 
serviceable in gonorrhoea and feome forms of dropsy. 
It is useful in allaying the irritation of the bronchial 
mucous membrane. 

Preparation. — Mucilage : 

Half a pint of water to be stirred with the fresir 
plant till rendered mucilaginous. 

Dose. — Ad libitum. 


Price, 10 annas per lb. 
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PHARBITIS NIL. 

Kalla-danah. 

The seeds of Pharbitis Nil, of the natural order 
Convolvulaceae. 

■They ai'e available in most of the Indian bazars, 
and could be obtained at a very small cost. 
Idiis plant grows wild in all parts of Bengal. 
Its seeds have been for a long time in extensive 
use by all classes of tlie native practitioners, as 
an effectual purgative. In fact this is a very ancient 
medicine, the mention of whicli occurs in the Nedan. 
Dr. Roxburgh first brought it to the notice of the 
English pr'actitioners in India. 

Medicinal properties . — A valualde, safe, and certain 
pm'gative, operating witli great rapidity, and inter- 
mediate in strength between liiubarb and jalap. 

Sir W. B. O’Shaughnessy had the seeds used un- 
der his direction in the treatment of 100 patients 
in the Calcutta Police Hospital, atnong whom it 
|)rov(?d efli(;acious in 94, occasioning vomiting in 
5, and griping in 15; on an average, 5 stools were 
produced Avithin 2| hours. The operation generally 
commenced within an hour, and was never delayed 
beyond four hours. Drs. Goodeve, Leckie, Martin, 
Chapman, and Stewart, all I'eported favorably of its 
effects. Drs. Kirkpatrick and Bidie have confirmed 
the statement of Sir W. B. O’Shaughnessy by nu- 
merous experiments. The seeds arc now daily used 
in large quantities in the out-door dispensaiy of 
the Calcutta Medical College Hospital, and all chari-' 
table dispensaries in Bengal, as a suKstitute for jalap. 

We have sufficient experience of their good effect, 
and can bear testimony to it. The only objection 
there has been, and that can be raised against its 
use, is the largeness of the dose required ; but Dr, 
Bidie proposes to substitute a resin extractable from 
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lie calls pliarbitisin, which, in doses of 5 to 
8 grains, has been found to act safely and effectually 
as a cathartic. 

This drug does not nauseate like jalap, than which 
it is not less certain in its action, though not equally 
active.* 

Dose . — Powder ... 30 to 40 grains. 

Extract ... 5 to 10 „ 

For the diffei’ent preparations of the Kalla-danah 
powder, extract and tincture, refer to Sir VV. B. 
O’Shaughnessy’s Bengal Pharniacopoeia. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


PHARBITIS (SHAPUSSUNDO?) 

SlIAPUSSlJNDO. 

The seeds of a species of Pharbitis, of the natural 
order Convolvulacciic. 

This plant grows abundantly in the Upper Pro- 
vinces ; when cultivated in Bengal, it grows equally 
well. The seeds are sold in large quantities in Patna 
and other markets of the Upper Provinces. Eacli 
capsule contains three seeds of a brownish-red color, 
and studded with minute hairs. When soaked in 
water, they swell and yield a mucilage. The seeds 
are to be dried in the sun previous to their being 
powdered. 

Medicinal properties . — A gentle aperient and tonic. 
The powdered seeds have been observed to act on 
the bowels veiy pleasantly and safely. In the 
Uj^per I’rovinces it is largely used in various cutane- 
ous disorders, by the Hakeems, udth much advantage. 

We gave it a fair trial in cases of lepra anaestlietica 
and tuberculosa. We used to prescribe it in scruple 

* Eor a pjirt of the iTifonriation lierc contained, 1 am indebted to Dr. 
Wariiig’s article published in the Pharmaceutical Journal, Vol. VII., No. 
X., April 1806. 
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or half-draclim doses daily, and found it act on tlie 
bowels very gently, producing two or three semi- 
solid stools, unaccompanied by griping or nausea, 
and affording much relief to tlie patient. The 
action on the skin was beneficial. 

Asa mere purgative, its action is somewhat better 
than that of Kalla-danah. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


PHYLLANTHUS URINARtA. 

1IA.JUU-MOX1. 

The plant Phyllantlius Tli’inaria, of the natural 
order Euphorbiacea;. It is indigenous to Bengal 
and other parts of India. 

Medicinal properties. — Diuretic. The infusion of 
this plant is used as a powerful diuretic. 

Price, 4 annas per 11). 


PINUS DEODARA. 

Demdakoo. 

The leaves and small twigs of Pinus Deotlara, of 
the natural order Terebinthacese. A coarse kiml of 
fluid turpentine is obtained from tins tree. It is the 
most celebrated of the Himalayan pines. 

Medicinal properties. — Diuretic. The leaves and 
small twigs are used l)y the Natives to promote the 
flow of urine. The turpentine obtained from this tree 
is also used internally as a diuretic, and externally 
applied to stimulate foul and indolent ulcers. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. — Leaves. 
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PINUS LONGiFOLIA. 

Gundaberoza, Cheer, Shrul, Tiiausa. 

The tree Pinus Longifolia, of the natural order 
• Conifer®, is a native of the Himalayas, at elevations 
of 5 to 6,000 feet, and also found in the Kherree 
Pass, the entrance to Ne})al, and along Tonse and 
Jumna rivers. Being found at the lowest elevations, 
and therefore most accessible from the plains, it is 
often employed as a sul)stitute for deal. The wood 
is light, and being full of resinous matter, like the 
Pinus Heodara, both are frequently employed in 
the liills for making torches, as pieces of other 
species often are in other parts of the world. A 
very line turpentine is obtained as exudations from 
incisions made on tlve trunk. This is chiefly valued 
hy the Natives for its resin, and as tlie latter is only 
obtained by exposing the turpentine to heat, tlie oil, 
the more valuable product, is dissipated to procure 
the resin ; but by adopting a very simple still, the 
resin is ol)tained as good as ever for the purposes 
of the Natives, while tlie oil of Turpentine on 1 icing 
sent to the Genei’al Hospital of Calcutta was 1‘ound 
“ to he of very superior quality.” (Royle, Voigt). 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


PIPER CHAVICA, CHAVICA BETEL . — Bel el- Leaf. 

Pan, Tambool. 

. The leaf of Piper Cliavica, of the natural order 
Piperacea*, is the basis of the favorite masticatory 
of the East. The plant has been found wild in 
Java which is probably its native country, but is 
extensively cultivated all over India and the Malay 
covintiies, and also in the West Indies. In Bengal, 
it is cultivated within a fenced enclosure covered on 
, all sides and on the top by reeds. Slices of the 
areca-nut, with a proportionate quantity of catechu. 
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and various spices according to the means and taste 
of tlie individuals, arc wrapped in a leaf of the betel, 
pepper sprinkled over with chunam or shell lime, 
and chewed by the Natives. The betel-leaf acts as 
a powerful stimulant to the salivary glands and 
tligestive organs. Its juice is also used by the 
kobirajes as a vehicle for administering many of their 
pills. The use of the betel-leaf is, indeed, con- 
ducive to health, and has been found to be an 
excellent pi'cservative against scurvy in long sea 
voyages. 

Price, 2 annas per 100 leaves. 


PIPER CHUBA. 

ClIOIE. 

The Piper Ohuba, of the natural order Piperacese, 
is a native of the Moluccas, Singapore, and Ikaiang, 
and though inti’oduccd in Bengal, has not be(m 
seen to flower there. The Choie is tised as a 
warm aromatic. 

Pri(;e, 8 annas per lb. 


PIPER CUBEBA. — Cuhcba Offichtahs, 

Kababchinie. 

The unripe berries of Piper Cubeba, of the natural 
order PiperaceJE, are dried and imported from Java. 
Their medicinal virtues are ascribed to the presence 
of a volatile oil ; and lately a ciystalline sub§tanc!e, 
Cubebin apparently, identical with Piperin, has been 

m 
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obtained from Cubebs. Acting as a gentle stimulant 
with special direction to the urinary organs, Cubebs 
are employed with almost certain success in gonorr- 
hoea after the height of the inflammatory action 
has subsided a little. Besides its powder, an oil 
and a tincture are also used. 

Price, 1 rupee 4 annas per lb. 


PIPER LONGUM.-^^'ff Pepper. 

PiPOOL, PlITALI. 

The dried female catkins of Piper Longum, of 
the natural order Piperaceaj, are the long pepper of 
the shops. Tlie plant grows wild in India, along 
the water courses towards the Circar Mountains, and 
has been much cultivated all over the Peninsula. 
The powdered is given with honey in catarrhal 
aflections, and also used as a stimulant application, 
being generally rubbed over the painful parts. The 
root, sliced and dried, is known among the native 
druggists as the Pipool-mool, a substance much used 
as a stimulant remedy and spice. 

Price, 5 annas per 11). 


PIPER NIGRUM. 

Kala-moricji, Gol-morich. 

The dried berry with pulp of Piper Nigrum, of 
the natural order Piperaceae, is the black pepper of 
commerce. The black pepper vine is a native of 
Malacca, Java, and Sumatra, and cultivated along 
the Malabar Coast. The black pepper deprived of 
its pericai'p by macerating it in water, and allowing 
the pei’icarp to swell, burst, and separate, constitute 
the white pepper, the Sha-morich (Piper Alba). 
On analysis, pepper has been found to contain 
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piperin, concrete acrid oil, volatile oil, gummy matter, 
extractive, malic and tartaric acids, starch and 
bassorin." The pungency and stimulant property 
of pepper resides in the acrid concrete matter. A 
powerful febrifuge action has been ascribed to 
piperin from 6 to 8 gx-ain doses, but Sir William 
B. O’Shaughnessy adduces his own expeiaence and 
that of Souberain in pi'oving its inefficacy as such. 
It acts as a genei’al stimulant, and is considex’ed 
valuable as an extex'nal application in chronic piles 
in the form of AVard’s paste. The pepper is exten- 
sively used by native pi’actitioixers both internally 
and externally, and largely consumed for culinaiy 
pui’poses, prefei'cnce being given by some to the 
white vaidety for its less acridity. 

Pi'ice of black Peppei', 2.^ annas per lb. 

,, of white Peppei’, 4 annas jier lb. 


PISTACIA LENTfSCUS , — ( Mastic,) 

IvOOMIE-MA STA K EE . 

A resinous exudation obtained by incision from 
the trunk of Pistacia Lentiscus, of the natural order 
Tei’ebitithaceae, constitutes the valuable substance 
commonly known as mastic. Tlic tree is a native 
of the south of Enro])e and of Asia Minor, and has 
been inti’oduced into Bengal more than half a cen- 
tui’y ago. This resin occurs in oval teai’s of 
variable size, and possesses an agreeable odour and 
a weakly balsamic flavour; it softens in tlie mouth, 
and becomes ductile like white wax. It is insoluble 
in water, but entirely soluble in ether, chloroform, and 
oil of turpentine. It gives its name to the process 
of mastication, being univei’sally chewed in the East; 
it is occasionally used as a mild stimulant, but chiefly 
pi’cscribed in pills to divide active medicines, and 
especially with mercui’ials, wlien the pills ai’e to la- 
silvered, to prevent the silver being coated with mer- 
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cury. Cotton saturated in a solution of 4 parts 
of mastic with 1 of ether, is much used by dentists 
for filling- up carious teeth. It is burnt as an in- 
cense, and in some parts of Greece it is added to 
bread in small quantities, to give it an agreeable 
flavour. Mastic dissolved in turpentine or alcohol, 
is extensively used as a transparent varnish in com- 
l)ination with other resinous substances. 

Price, 2 rupees 8 annas per lb. 

PLANTAGO ISPAGHULA. 

Esurcoon. 

Tlic plant Plantago Ispaghula, of the natural or- 
der IMantaginacea;, is found common in many })arts 
of India, esjicciaJly in Assam. The seeds, available 
in all the Bazars at a very cheap cost, are much 
valued for the peculiar mucilaginous matter A^ hich 
resides in their envelope or testa, and is readily iin- 
])arted to cold or warm water. They are largely used 
in the j)i-eparation of a cooling drink. 

Mcdicuuil properties . — Demulcent and emollient. 
Employed with the greatest advantage in chronic 
• liarrluea and dysentery, and in all inflammatory 
aft'cctions of the niu<;ous membrane of the alimentary 
canal. It is also useful in gonori-hoea. 

Preprmition. — Powder : 

Gently warm the seeds, and then powder. 

Z>o.yc.- --Half a draclnn to a drachm-and-half, with 
an equal part of sugar. 

Price, 3 annas per lb. 

PLUMBAGO ROSEA. 

LaLL-CHITTRA, CillTTRACA. 

'file I’lumbago Kosejx, of the natural order Plum- 
baginacea?, grows wild all over Bengal and many 
f)ther parts of India. The root when bruised is 
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acrid and stimulating ; and, wlien mixed with oil, is 
used externally in rlieumatic and paralytic affections. 
Its bark is used for the purpose of blistering, 
exciting inflammation, and producing Icss^ effusion 
than Cantharidcs, and over which it possesses this 
peculiar advantage that it never produces strangury 
or any other fonn of irritation of the urinary 
organs. Its cheapness is also one of its recommen- 
dations. The bark is made into a paste witli water 
and a little flour or congic, and being applied over 
the affected part, raises an uniform blister full of 
scrum. Its properties are due to the presence of a 
peculiar and irritating princi|)le, Phimbagin^ dis- 
covered by M. Dulong, in 1824, found most abun- 
dantly in the bark of the I’oot. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 

PLUMBAGO ZEYLANICA. 

Cni'lTA, CniTTKA. 

The IMnmbago Zeylanica, of tlie natui’al order 
PIumbaginacea>, is a native of IJengal and Soutluvrn 
India, and is well known to native matrons who use 
it extensively for producing counter-irritation and 
occasionally vesication. The bark of the root 
bruised and made into a paste with rice congie, is 
applied by the natives to buboes in the in<4i)ient 
state. Tlie fresh I’oot is also used for purj)()ses of 
criminal abortion, by introducing it into the msik of 
the womb, and keeping it there for some time. It is 
identical in all its proi)crties with the foregoing 
species, and, like it, owes its active virtues to the 
presence of Plunibagin 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 

PLUMBI CARBON. 

SUKFADA. 

This is an impure Cai’bonate of lead, and is a very 
cheap and common article of the Indian maikets. 
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It is used in inediciuo in the form of ointment, but 
largely consumed as a basis of paint. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


PLUMBI OXIDUM. 

Mookdar-sunkur. 

The Moordar Sunkur is a semi-vetrified oxide of 
lead, and is, like the former, used in all kinds of sores 
as an ointment. It is also given internally as a 
tonic in ^ to ^ grain doses, and enjoys a good repu- 
tation for its efficacy among native physicians. It is 
algo used as an ingredient for Hair-dye. 

Price, 0 annas per lb. 

PLUMBI OXIDUM, RUBRUM , — Minimn lied Lead. 

Matay-sindoor. 

It is imported into India from Europe, and is 
largely consumed as a coloring material. It is also 
used in various ointments. 

Price, 3 annas per Hr 


POGOSTEMON PATCHOULI. 

• PuCIIA-rAT. 

The dried flowering spikes and leaves of Pogoste- 
mon Patchouli, of the natural order Lamiacem, are 
imported from Singapore, Sylhet, Penang, and the 
Malay Peninsula, and are sold in every Bazar in 
Hindoostan. Patchouli has a very jmwerful odour, 
and is extensively used by perfumers. When 
distilled, it yields an essential oil called Puchapat- 
ka-athur. The Cashmere shawl merchants use it 
in scenting their fabrics to distinguish them from the 
common inanufactures of other places. 

Price, 6 annas per lb. 
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POLYNEMUS PLEBEUS.-/^W<>** 

Sala-mach. - 

The air bladder of the fish Polynemus Plel)eus 
is obtained in the Bengal Market at a price varying 
from Rupees 25 to 30 per inaund. This substance is 
much used in its crude state as an article of diet by 
the Chinese. 

The crude air bladder is partially soluble in boil- 
ing watei*, about 60 per cent, of which is dissolved. 
When freed from the insoluble substance, it gives an 
excellent quality to the Isinglass, making it resemble 
the isinglass of European manufacture. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 

POTASS/E NITRAS. 

SnORAH. 

It is jiroduced in great abundance in the soils of 
East Bengal, and available in the Indian Bazars at a 
very cheap price. It is one of the most important 
articles of the European Pharmacopceia. 

The Nitrate of Potash, or Saltpetre, a very import- 
ant article of commerce, is obtained as a natural 
prodtict in various parts of the East, where it occurs 
as a thin white cflflorescencc on the surface 6f the 
earth, and also artificially manufactured in some 
parts of the world. The British market receives 
its Supply from India by the purification of the 
native Nitre. In the district of Tirhoot, in Bengal, 
it is produced most abundantly, as the nature of its 
soil which contains a redundancy of carbonate of 
lime is conducive to its development. “In the 
month of November, the leonahs, or native manufac- 
turers of Saltpetre, commence their operations by- 
scraping off the surface from old mud-heaps, mud- 
buildings, waste grounds, &c., whore the saltpetre 
has developed itself in a thin white efflorescence, 
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resembling frost-rind. This saline earth being col- 
lected at the factories, the operator first subjects it 
to the process of solution and filtration. This is 
effected by a large mud filter lined on the inside 
with stiff clay.” As the earth thus treated contains 
Nitrate of Lime besides Nitrate of Potash, the solu- 
tion is also made to pass through layers of wood- 
ashes (Impure Carbonate of Pohish) by which the 
fonner is ti'ansformed into Nitrate of Potash, Carbo- 
nate of Lime remaining as the result of reaction. 
The impure nitre thus o()tained by crystallization, is 
termed dhouah, and contains 45 to 70 per cent, 
of pure Nitrate of Potash. It is re-dissol\^ed and 
crystallized by the native merchants, w’lio supply 
the C'alcutta bazars ; and, when tlius purified, is 
called by the Natives kalma. It is further purified 
in Calcutta by I'c-solutiou and re-crystallization and 
then laid out for sale. As tlie art of making 
gunpowder and fire-works has been familiar to the 
Hindoos from the very ancient times, its manufacture 
and uses Avere evidently knoAvn to them. Its Aise 
in Euro])ean medicane as a refrigerent, diuretic, and 
diaplioretic, is too well known to require further 
description. 

I^rice, 1.^ annas per lb. 

PRUNUS BOKHARIENSIS. 

Aloouokhara. 

The plum of Bokluwa is the fruit of Primus 
Bokhariensis, of the natural order Rosacea?. It is 
prominently described in Persian works on Materia 
Medica, and considered to act as a cooling laxative 
like the prunes of the European Pharmacopoeia. 
Known as Aloobokhara, it is available in all the 
Indian markets, where they are brought doAvn by 
the Affglians, and largely consumed by the rich in 
various forms of chatney. 

Price, 10 annas per lb. 
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PSORALEA CORYLIFOLIA.-rn>?««m finifolhm, 

Babciike, Bacciiee, Boochkee, IIakoocii ? 

The seeds of Psoralea Corylifolia, of tlie natural 
order Leguminosaj, are somewhat ovate, very small, 
and of a dark brown color, and possess an aromatic 
and bitter taste. The plant is found common in 
Bengal and all over India. The seeds are con- 
sidered by the Natives as an excellent stomachic and 
deol)struent, and used largely in cases of leprosy 
and other cutaneous affectit)ns. An extract is pre- 
pared from it, which, when mixed with oil or oint- 
ment, is a})plied in cases of leucoderma or Avhite 
leprosy. The application of it promotes healthy ac- 
tion of the diseased part, and gradually restoi’cs the 
skin to its natural color. The subject is still 
under investigation, and we hoj)e tube able topublisb 
the results of our experimemts short! 

Price, 12 annas per lb. 


PTEROCARPUS MARSUPIUM. -« «« k>,,o. 

Koomurkus, Peet-sal. 

The ti’ee Pterocai'pus Marsupium, of the natural 
order Legumiuosa), is a native of tlie Neilghories, 
Concans, and Travancore, and exudes a rod juice 
which hardens into a strong, lirittle, gum-rc‘sin, ol' a 
dark red colour, which constitutes one of the Gum 
kinos of commerce. It is export(‘d in c,onsi(lcnible 
tjuantitics from Malabar, and used as an a<Ie(juate 
substitute for the Pharmacopceial fdno. 'I'be wood 
is employed for house building purposes, and is a 
little infei’ior to teak. This kino is sold in the 
bazars of India as koomurkus, anti has been in use 
for a long time as a simple astringent. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 
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PTEROCARPUS SANTALINUS ^ — lied Sandal Wiiod. 

RuKTA-CHUNDL'N. 

T1i3 Pterpearpus Santalinvts, of the natural order 
Leguminosai, grows in great abundance in Ceylon, 
Mysore, Pulicat, and the Coromandel. The wood 
is compact, heavy, and of a beautiful red colour 
internally. Resides its enormous consumption as a 
dye stuff in the fine arts, it also enters into tlie com- 
position of several officinal preparations to Avliicb it 
imparts its colour, such as the coinj^oxind tincture of 
Lavender, &c.. It is used by the Arabs as an astrin- 
gent, and (;an well be substituted in medicine for 
logwood. It also forms the basis of various denti- 
frice mixtures. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 


PTYCHOTIS INVOLUCRATA. 

Aneeson, Ciianoo, Randoonee. 

The seeds of Ptycliotis Involucrata, of the natural 
order Umbellifera;, growing commonly all over 
Bengal and many other parts of India and its Islands, 
are (ihiefly used l>y the Natives as a condiment, and 
also as a stomachic and carminative in flatulency 
and other similar diseases. The leaves, tliough of 
an unpleasant smell, are now and then use<l as a 
substitute for parsley by Europeans. 

Price, 1 anna 6 pies per lb. 


PUNICA GRANATUIVI.-^’o«-^'?m«arc. 

Dakimba, Daleem, AXAli, Gulnae, Darim. 

The Punica Granatum, of the natui’al order Gra- 
iiatesc, is a native of Cabul, Bokhara, Mezenderan, 
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and Asia Minor, and is extensively cultivated all over 
India, and grows under almost all warm climates. 
Pliny considers Carthage as its place of nativity, where- 
from it has spread all over the world. His convic- 
tion has been based on the nature of its name. Its 
fruit abounds in an acidulous and sweet juice, from 
whicli a very pleasant, nutritious, and refrigerant 
shei'bet is prepared. ■ The truits of Balabagli, lying 
under the SnoAvy hills, near Cabul, arc of the best 
quality. The coriaceous rind of the fruit, the 7iaspal, 
of tlie Bazar, is highly astringent and bitter. It is mucli 
used in tanning and in dyeing ycIloAv. The flowers 
are also rich in tannic and gallic acids, and can be 
used as an astringent. The root-bark has long l)een 
employed as an anthelmintic, and found very useful 
in the cx})ulsion of tape-worms. These different 
parts of the plant ai’e used botli internally and 
externally, where astringents are indicated. 

Price, of the root-bark, 1 .nnna ; fruit, annas ])er Ib. 


QUERCUS INFECTORIA.- ' Oak, Oath. 

Ma.jooi*hul. 

The tree Quercus Tnfectoria, of the natural order 
Cupnliferm, when punctured by a hynienopterous 
insect, the diplolepis (rallce tinctoriai allows an 
astringent juice to exude, wliicli concretes and 
produces tile gall-nut ; the ova deposited by the 
insect becomes enclosed in the excrescence, it is a 
native of Armenia, Asia Minor, and Kurdistan. Gall- 
nuts contain a1)out 35 per cent, of tannic acid and 
.5 per cent, of gallic acid, to which their therapeutic 
properties may 'be attributed. Besides their e.xten- 
sive use as the source of those important drugs 
of the Pharmacopada, the tannic and gallic acids, 
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tlieir powder and compound ointment arO also used 
in medicine. Powder of gall-nuts can be given as 
an astringent in from 3 to 10-grain doses, and the 
ointment is a good application to piles. Sometimes 
an infusion of gall-nuts is employed as an astringent 
injection in chronic discharges from the rectum or 
vagina, also as a chemical antidote in cases of 
poisoning by Opium, Nux- vomica, &c. 

Ih’icc, 1 rupee 4 annas per lb. 


RHEUM EMODI &C , — Rhubarb, 

PiEWUND ClIENEE. 

The root of the various species of Rheum, of 
the natural order Polygonacea^., deprived of its bark 
and dried, is the Rhubarb of Eui’opean, and the 
Renvund Olieneo of Indian markets. Tliei’e are at 
least four sjiecies of Rheum that grow in tlie 
mountainous regions of North India, viz.^ R. EmOdi 
and R. Webbiamun, in the mountains of Gassain- 
than, Kemaon, and Niti ; R. Spicifornie in the 
Northern face of the Himalayas at and beyond the 
Kerang Pass ; and R. Moorcroftianum in Bhootan. 
The late Mr. Twining made several experiments 
on the medicinal qualities of the Himalayan Rhu- 
barl) produced by the first two species, and speaks 
of it in the -following terms : “ It has less aroma, 
and more astringency, than the best Turkey Rhu- 
barb. In doses of 2 or 3 dr, it has a good purgative 
effect, operating 3 or 4 times, nejirly as freely as 
the best Turkey Rhubarb. It is not apt to gripe ; 
is less disagreeable than the best Turkey Rhubarb, 
nearly equally eflicacious as a piu’ge, and very 
superior in small doses as a tonic and astringent in 
proflu via.” 


Price, 6 annas per lb. 
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mClNUS COMMUNIS . — Castor oil plant. 

Auenba, Eherenda, Raree. 

Tlio oil obtained from tlie seeds of Ricinus Com- 
munis, of the natural order Eupliorbia,cea?, growing 
wild in many parts of India, is extensively manufac- 
tured by expression. Seeds yield about 25 per cent, 
of pure oil (the cold-drawn), wdiich is used as a 
cooling purgative. A larger quantity of the oil, 
about 35 per cent., may lie extracted if tlie seeds 
are heated dimng expression, by wdiich means much 
of the resinous principle of the seed is extracted. 
The oil thus procured can only be used for lighting 
pui’poses ; if taken internally, it produces iriutation 
and much gTiping. 

Medicinal propertie.s . — A gentle and quick cathar- 
tic. Its action is well known, and the oil is largely 
used by Native practitioners. When its action 
becomes violent, it can be best checked by adminis- 
tering lime j uice. 

Price of oil, 3 annas per lb. 


ROTTLERA TINCTORIA. 

ICamila, Kamola-gooree. 

The red mealy powder covering the capsules 
of Rottlera Tinctoria, of the natural order Euphor- 
biaceac, common in the Coromandel, ("oncans, Tra- 
vancore, Mysore, Bombay, and some parts of Assam, 
is used throughout India as a dye stuff. It is also 
found, though in small quantities, on the leaves 
and stalks of the plant, but what is collected for 
sale is the powMer carefully brushed off the capsules. 

The powder possesses pow'erful vermifuge pro- 
perties, wdiich Dr. Royle ascribes to the minute 
stellate hairs found in it, and has been spoken of 
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vary liiglily as a specific for tape-worms. When 
given in large (piantities, it is apt to produce in- 
sanity. Tlic Native dyers use it largely to impart 
a fine yellow color to silk. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


RUBIA IVIANJISTA. 

MuNJimiK. 

Tlie roots of Rubia Manjista, of the natural 
order Cincbonacete, (ionstitutes tlie Indian Madder. 
The plant grows in the Neilgberries, Dindigul, and 
Maliableswur, and is extensively cultivated in many 
otber parts of tlie coxintry. It is cbiefly used as 
a red dye for coarse cloths and stuffs, but has also 
lieen employed with success as a grateful deobstm- 
ent in cases of scanty lochial discharge. 

v' O 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


RUETTIA LITEBROSA. 

BoOliKK-GOrAN. 

The plant Ruettia Litebrosa, of the natural order 
Acanthacccc, grows wild in Bengal. The fresh 
juice of the leaves mixed, with a little lioney, is used 
with good effects as a topical application to apthac. 
Price, 1 anna per lb. 


SACCHARUM OFFICINARUM.-**’"!?"*^ Cane. 

Ekiiu, Gandakee, Ook, Ak. 

The Saccharum Officinarum, of the natural order 
Gvaminaceje, is a native of India, and is also culti- 
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rated in the West Indies, Spain, Sicily, &c., See. The 
■stem jiickls an abundance of sweet j uice, wliich, being 
■strained, and boiled down to a daidc thick consistence, 
constitutors the g^oo?' or jaggenf of tins country, very 
much used in place of sugar. The manufacture of 
sugar has been practised in India from the very 
earliest ages, but tliere are different processes of 
separating it from tlie cane-juice in diftei’cnt coun- 
tries. Haw sugar (goor), molasses., refined sugar, 
and loaf .sugar are among its chief products. 
The sugar is em])loyed in medicine as a sweet de- 
mulcent, and largely consumed as an article of food. 
In the hot weather months, the i*,ane is cut into small 
pieces, Avhicli being crushed between the teeth, fill 
tlie mouth with the raw juice, winch is thus largely 
consumed as a cooling drink. Tlie sugar being dis- 
solved in water, and flavoured witli lime-juice, is also 
used as an excellent cooling sherliet. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. — Loaf Sugar. 


SAGUS L>tVIS 

Sago, IIamjuva. 

The Sagus Lfcvis, of the natural order Palmaceic, 
grows in great abundance in Sumatra and tin; 
Moluccas. This palm attains its maturity in course 
of 15 to 20 years, when its stem is as thick as of the 
Cocoanut tree. Tlie tree is felled, cut into billets, 
cleft, and the cellular tissue extracted and diffused 
through water; the fecula subsides, and the 
supernatant fluid being decanted off, it is dried and 
laid out for sale. Some say that it is passed tlirougli 
perforated plates, and then being dried assumes the 
granular form. One tree of eight years’ growth yields 
about ?> to 4 hundx’ed pounds of sago. Besides tins 
tliere are some otlier species of the same family, 
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from wliich sago, though of an inferior quality, is 
also obtained. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


SAPINDUS EMARGINATUS. 

IllTAII, KiSHTA, PlIEMLA BiNDAKE. 

The pericarp of Sapindus Emai’ginatus, of the na- 
tural order Sapindaccfe, growing abundantly in Ben- 
gal, froths like soap when mixed with water, and is 
used instead of that substance for many imj)ortant 
purposes, chiefly for W'ashing liair, silk, &c., &c. 
The J lindoo pliysicians use its fruit as an expec- 
torant, and the seeds pountled with water are t)fteti 
employed to stop epileptic paroxysm, l)y intro- 
diKiing a small ({uantity of it into the moutli. 
Its detergent j)roperties are uscribable to the 
presence of a vegetable principle Sa/miine or 
JEscullc acid. 

Price, 3 annas ])er II). 

SCILLA INDiCA , — Indian StptilL 
KoONDKOE, JuNCiLEE-PEEAZ. 

The Inilbous I’oots of Scilla Indica, of tlic natural 
order Jjilliaceic, found common along the sea coasts, 
resemble the true squill both in outward appear- 
ance and medicinal j)ropcrtie.s. Tlie bulbs are also 
burnt and applied to the soles of the feet, to relieve 
any l)urning sensation pi’csent in them. Dr. Buckle, 
principal store-keeper. Medical Department, gave 
me a sample of the Salla Indica, I’eceivcd by him 
from Dr. Durant of Arrah, who is in the habit 
of using it in place of the officinal Squill, anti 
who found it equally efficacious as an expectorant. 
Dr. Buckle also informed me that the Squill grown 
at Madras is also used largely in other Medical 
depots. In Js^ovember 1865, one lumdred and hfty 
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pounds of this article were obtained through the 
Madras Commissariat for tlie use of this Presidency, 
and it was considered a valuable substitute for the 
officinal Squill. 

Price, 4 annas per lb. 


SEMECARPUS ANACARDIUM - 

Bmalatuk, Biiei.a. 

The seed of Semecarpus Anacardiuni, of the 
natural order Terbinthacefc, growing in all the 
mountainous parts of India, f'.ontains a black acrid 
juice, which is employed by the natives extetnally to 
remove rheumatic pains, aches, and spmins. A little 
of it is ru})bed over tin* part affected, and acts as a 
countei’-irritant, but in tender constitutions is apt to 
produce inilaminatioi® and .swelling. The ''rdingee. 
physicians use it as a specific in all kinds of veneieal 
affections. Its chief n.se, liow'ever, is in marking 
cotton fabrics, tlie color being iinproved and pre- 
vented from running by its being mixed with lime- 
water; and hence its name the marking nut. I'lie 
juice is insoluble iu water, and not difi'u.sible i)i 
spirits of wine, sinless the solvent be previously 
rendered alkaline by ammonia of pota.sb. A brown 
gum exudes from its ])ark, which the Hindoos regard 
as a valuable medicine in scrofulous, Acnereal, and 
leprous afi’ections. Tlie bark it.self is nnhily as- 
tringent, and gives A^arious shades of the IrroAvn dye. 
The fleshy receptacle on which the seed restfs is loastcd 
and eaten and tastes very mucli like roasted apples. 
Ah oil prepared by boiling tlie nut in A^ater, acts, 
when undiluted, as a vesicant. Sir W. B. O’Sliaugh- 
nessy placed a minute drop of it on the back of 
his hand, which occasioned a herpetic blotch intense- 
ly itchy, Avliich did not disappt'ar for 8 months, and 
left a scar like that of a burn. Tlic vapours arising 
from the nuts during roasting, liave been often 
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known to occasion erjsipclatons inflannnatioif. On 
expression of the kernal it yields about 7 per cent, 
of a soinewliat black irritant oil. 

The crust of the seed yields aboiit 5 per cent, of 
dark vesicant oil. 

Price, 2 annas per lb, 


SESSAMUM ORIENTALE. 

Teel. 

Thcplnat Scssamuni Orientale, of the natural or- 
der Pedaliacea), is extensively cultivated throughout 
India. 

The seeds are about the size of a white mustard 
seed. Three varieties are known, the white, the 
parti-colored, and the black. It is 2>i‘i«cip<T^lly from 
the latter that the teel oil of commerce is obtained. 
The seeds contain al)out 40 jier cent, of’ oil. Accord- 
ing to Perevira, it may l)e used as a substitute for 
almond oil ; it does not get rancid soon. It forms 
the basis of all Indian ])ei’fumed and medicinal oils. 

Sjiecific gravlt}', ()'925o. 

Soluble in Ether, partially in Alcohol. 

Medit'inal I^utritious. Internally used 

as a demulcent in the form of emulsion. Its local 
action is emollient ; it is extensively used for rub- 
bing on the skin to produce outwai-d friction. It 
can bo used for all purposes in pharmacy, in place 
of almond oil. 

Price, 1 anna jier lb. 

SIDA ACUTA. 

Kueeta, Pata. 

The Sida Acuta, of the natural order Malvacea), 
grows wild all over the Peninsula. An infusion of its 
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1 ‘oot, fpinbinecl with ginger, is given in intermittent 
fevers and in chronic bowel complaints. The leaves 
bruised with oil are apjilied externally to jiromote 
suppuration. Its febrifuge properties are now ques- 
tioned ; but it is still esteemed as a valuable bitter to- 
nic. It has been found useful to promote perspiration, 
and increase appetite, and can bo substituted for the 
more costly bitters. The expressed juice of the 
Sida is also employed as an anthelmintic ; tliough it 
has failed in the hands of several eminent jiliysicians. 

Price 8 annas per lb. 


SILICATE OF POTASH. 

'Tab as hee ii, E ung sh oloc i i u n. 

The impure Silicate of Potash, which accumulates 
within the joints of the bamboo, is a very common 
article in the Indian markets. It comes from Sylliet 
and several other parts of India, and is highly 
valued by the JShitive practitioners as a. poiverful 
tonic and astringent. 

Price, 1 rupee 8 annas per lb. 


SINAPIS ALBA.- » 

Sada SaKSHAI’A. 

The seeds of )Sinapis Alba, of the natural order 
Crucifera>, common all over India, differ from those 
of the black variety in their color, dliey arc; also 
somewhat larger and spherical. Their properties, 
though identical with, in tlie main, are less energeti(r 
than those of the other kind. 

Price,. 2 annas per lb. 
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SINAPJS NIGRA. Mu.lard. 

IVALA-SARSnAPA, SURSOU, RaJIKA. 

The Sinapls Xigia, of the aatara I order Crucifcra:, 
is extensivelv" cultivated all over India. The seeds 
have been found to contain a fixed oil, volatile oil, 
and Sinapism or Sulpho-Sinapism. The nnistai'd 
flour imj)oi'ted from I'ingland is the pround seed 
of tins plant, Avhich is also cultivated in Europe. 
The seeds, liy exj)rcssion, yield 3.^ per cent, of 
pungent oil, which is used by the Natives for 
various domestic purposes. Both for cooking and 
lighting, it is largely consumed, while it is also 
ruL>i>ed over the body by some classes of Natives 
wii(m they go to a b'atb. it .appeal’s to exeriisc 
a K;;lnt:*rv iniluenco, by exciting the action of the 
su<h,'riiic g!;tn<ls. The mnsfcard-oil cake is employed 
to h;c;d cattle, and also as a v.aluable manure. 
The volatile oil possesses ruliel'acient ])roperties, and 
th(; action of the mustard flour on the skin is to be 
attrilnitcd to its presence. The mustard flour is 
also givou as a ready ag-ent for producing vomiting. 

Price, 2 annas per Ih. 


SMILAX CHINA. 

CiroB CinxKi;. 

The root of Smilax Cliina, of the natural order 
Smilacea?, is imported into the (hilcutta market 
from China and other Eastern countries, and is 
]arg(dy used by Native physicians. It resembles 
Sarsaparilla in its mediinnal properties, and can be 
given with advaut.age for the same purposes for 
which the other is prescribed. 

Price, 1 rupee 4 annas per lb. 
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SOD/E BIBORAS.-^’"'- 

SOITAGA, TiXCAI.. 

Tlie Bq^ax obtained in tlie Indian markets is 
gcnei'ally imported Irom I’ersia and Tliibet, wliere 
they occur in tlie Avaters of certain lakes. In Tlnl)et 
there is a lake said to be about 20 miles in circum- 
ference, and supplied ]>y lu’ackisb springs rising 
from its bottom. “Ilie Avater of it contains both 
connnon salt and Borax ; the latter crystal !i/.cs on 
the edges and sliallovvs of tlie lake, and is taken up 
in large masses, Avhich aix* broken and dried.” Borax 
is also artificially prepared in some parts of the 
Avorld, by saturating lioracic acid \vitb soda, d'he 
salt is biought from Thiliet and Persia, in a crude 
state, and subjected to ])urifi<*ation. Borax tims 
purified is largely u.sed in medicine as a detergent 
application in aptlia? and ulceration of the mouth. 
It is also su|)posed to possess the A'irtue of exciting 
uterine contractions, for which it is jirescribed with 
ergot and cinnamon Avater to ])roduce exjnilsion of 
the placenta. It is employed as an emenagogue, 
and externally in skin disi.'ases, especially in Pty- 
riasis Aorsicolor. It is also largely consumed liy 
goldsmitlis for soldering gold, and by the native 
potters as a glaze. 

Price, 5 annas per 11). 


SOD/E CARBONAS. r / "«;* « < J 

SA.n:EMATTlK. 

This impure carlionate of sotla, A’ory common all 
OAX'r India, is used in the manufacture of country 
soap. It is prejiared in large quantities in Mooltan, 
.Jhelum, Thannessur, and Jhung, but the Bengal 
market obtains its supply chiefly from Monghyr. 
The earth itself is also used liy washerman for 
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cleaning' cotton fabx'ics, &c. In Native medicine, it 
is given as an antacid in cases of heartburn and 
acidity in the stomach. 

Price, 1 anna per lb. 


SOD/E MURIAS , — Common Salt. 

Nimak, Lobon. 

Common salt is manufactured in various parts of 
India, such as Ilidglee, Tumlook, Cuttack, &c., &c., 
by boiling or evaporating by solar heat the salt water 
of the sea or lake ; the substance prepared by the 
latter method is known as the kurkuch noon. It 
is also ol)tained from some mines in tlie Punjab. 
Tlie sidt obtained from tliese sources is more or less 
pure, and has to be puritied by re-solution, filtration, 
and crystallization Ixefore it is fit for use. Besides 
its universal xise in the table, it is also given as an 
anthelmintic, emetic, and stomachic. 

Price, 1 anna per lb. 


SCD/E SULPHAS. 

Kiiakee Noojt. 

Sul])hate of soda is also available in tlie P>engal 
Bazars, where they are brought from districts bor- 
dering the sea coast. It is used as a saline pui'gative. 
Pi'ice, 2 annas per lb. 


SOLANUM INDICUM. 

Bvakooh. 

The Solanum Indicum, of the natural order Sola- 
nacea^, is common all over India. There arc varieties 
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of the plant differiftg from each other chiefly in the 
shape of the leaves. The root is used by Indian 
Doctors in dyauria and ischuria. It is considered 
as an e.xciting agent, and given in difficult parturition. 
Its infusion is also prescribed in fevers and coughs, 
and the juice of the leaves, with the fresh juice of 
giugei', is administered to stop vomiting. I'he leaves 
and fruit, rulibed up with sugar, are used as an ex- 
ternal application to itch. 

Price, 1 anna per lb. 


SOLANUM JACQUmi. 

Kantikarke. 

The plant Solanum Jacquini grows wild all over 
India. Tlie bitter and sub-acid berries, which are 
eaten in eiu'ries in some parts of India, are also given 
as an expectorant medicine in coughs and asthma. 
The roots beaten up and mixed up with Avine, arc 
given to check vomiting, 'fhe juice of the berry 
is also useful in sore-tlu*oat. 

Ib'ice, 1 anna G pie per lb. 


SOYMIDA (SWIETENIA) FEBRIFUGA. 

Kohun. 

The Soymida Felirifuga, of the natural order Ce- 
di'clace®, is a large forest tree, and grows in great 
abundance in several of the mountainous districts 
of India, such as the Rajamundry, Circars, (,’uddapa, 
the Chunar hills, and the jungh's to the south of 
Hazareebaug. Its Avood is considered as one of the 
most durable Avoods, and is used for building |)ur- 
poses. The bark has a liitter and astringent taste. 
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and for ordinary ])urposes can be substituted for 
(cinchona bark. As an excellent tonic it is given 
in intermittent fevers with advantage, and from its 
containing a large percentage of gallic and tannic 
acids, it resembles the peruvian bark also in its astrin- 
genc})^; and like it, therefore, cannot be prescribed 
with Iron, An over-dose of it is apt to derange 
the nervous system and produce vertigo and stupor. 
The bark is also used as a dye stuff. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 


SPHCERANTHUS HIRTUS. 

(.•IIAGUI, NuDIK. 

'fhe plant Spha*rauthu,s llirtus, of the natural 
order Asteracese, grows very commonly on the banks 
of rice fields all over India. 

Medicinal irrnperties. — Diuretic, stomachic, and 
anthelmintic. The whole plant (except the roots) 
in decoction is diuretic ; it is also used in Clastric 
affection. Tlic powdered root is stomachic. The 
bark of the roots, made into a paste ■with whey, is 
an excellent remedy for piles. The powdered seeds 
arc given as an anthelmintic ; a liniment made from 
the plant is used externally iii scabies and other 
cutfineous diseases. 

Price, 1 anna per lb. 


STRYCHNOS IGNATUS.-s< B^an. 

PAnClCTA. 

The seeds of Strychnos Ignatus, or Tgnatia 
Amara, of the natural oi*der T joganiacefe, are brought 
into Calcutta irom the Phillipinc Islands, whei’e the 
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tree grows in great abundance. Its flowers possess 
a very sweet scent resembling that of the jasmine. 
On analysis, these beans have been found to contain 
a much larger quantity of Strychnine in combi- 
nation with igasuric acid than in the kuchila nuts, 
but no brucine. Their action on the human system, 
must, therefore, be more energetic and violent than 
that of nux-vomica, but unlike the latter they 
possess some purgative properties. Medicinally 
these beans can be used in all instances where 
nux-vomica is employed. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


STRYCHNOS NUX-VOMICA. 

Kuchila, Koociila. 

The tree Stryclmos Nux-vomica, of the natural 
order Loganiaceai, is a native of the Coromandel 
Coast, Ceylon, Concans, and the Bengal Jungles, 
especially near Midnapore. The wood is hard ami 
durable. The bark is intensely bitter, and is given 
with success in intermittent and remittent fevers, 
preference being always given to tliat of the root. 
It is also employed as an antidote to snake-bites. 
In the Calcutta bazars, the kuchila liark is commonly 
.sold under the name of “ Roliun," and substituted 
for the harndess bark of tlie Soymida Febrifuga. 
In Europe it is known as the false Angustura bark, and 
it is frequently used to adulterate the true vaidety. 
The seeds are employed in the distillation of country 
spirits to render them more intoxicating. Instances 
have been observed where people having accus- 
tomed themselves to the use of kuchila nut, can 
consume with impunity one entire nut in the course 
of a day. The pulp of the fruit seems perfectly 

P 
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iimocent, as it is greedily eaten by many kinds of 
birds. The seeds of nux-voinica have been found, 
on analysis, to contain two vegetable alkaloids; 
Strifchninr, and brucine-, besides an acid, the igasuric 
or sfrgchnic, and yellow colouring matters, concrete 
oil, gum, starch, wax, and bassorin. To the presence 
of a laj-ger (juantity of Strychnine, can be attinbuted 
the active properties of the kuchilaseeds. The excit- 
ing action of Strychnine on the Spinal motor nerves 
is well known. Its use in medicine as a tonic and 
laxative by stimulating the muscular coat of the 
bowel, is attended with great success. In cholera 
it has been used from an idea of its being able 
to clieck excessive purging, by restoring the re- 
laxed ca])illaries from enervation, but its success 
is still doubtful. It lias l)een lately advocated 
very much as one of the potent remedies for mala- 
rious fevers. It is said to be an adequate sub- 
stitute for <|uinine, nay, in some cases it has l)een 
found to act with decidedly good effects. We usetl 
it in a large number of cases, and though able to 
bear testimony to its efficacy as a valuable tonic, 
we must acknowledge that as an anteperiodic, it 
cannot equal quinine. It is very valuable in many 
kinds of pai’alysis after the inHanimatory actions 
in the nervous centres have subsided. 

Price, annas per lb. 


STRYCHNOS POTATORUIVI.-CWj»i, Nut. 

Nirmalee, Induga, Titancotta. 

The Stiychnos Potatorum, of the natural order 
Loganiacea), is a large tree, and grows wild in the 
mountains and forests of the Peninsula. The wood 
is hard and durable, and used for ordinary, house- 
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building und other economical purposes. The pulp 
of the ripe fruit is eaten by a certain class of the 
Natives. The entire plant is destitute of the poisonous 
properties of the other species. The ripe seeds dried 
and then laid out for sale, are highly osteeined and 
largely consumed for their property of clearing mud- 
dy water. This probably depends on its astringency. 
One of the seeds is well rubbed for a minute or two 
round the inside of the vc.ssel containing water, gene- 
rally an unglazed earthen one ; in a very short time all 
the impuiities fall to tlie bottom, leaving the water 
clearand perfectly wholesome. Every rcgimentin time 
of war should be provided with an adecjuate su[)ply 
of the Clearing Nut, wliich is chfjaper anti juore easily 
available than alum. The fruit is used by the nativt; 
physicians of Southern India as an excelletit emetic, 
and the powdered seed mixed up with lioney arc 
applied to boils to hasten sin>puration, and with milk 
to sore-eyes. 

IVice, annas ])er lb. 


STYRAX BENZOIN. ' 

Loban. 

The Styrax Benzoin, of the natnral order Htyraca- 
cesB, is a native of Sumatra, Borneo, Siam, mid Java . 
By incisions made on the trunk of the tre(> when 
five or six years old, a resinous balsam is obtained, 
which occurs in dry and luml grey masses, and very 
much used as a varnishing material in Fine Aits. It 
may also be used as a sourct; of Benzoic a(*id. The 
Storax when prepared, is useful as an exjiectorant 
and stimulant. 


Price. 1 rupee per 11). 
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SULPHUR. 

Amlasa-gundhak. 

Sulphur occurs in the simple state in Nepal, Java, 
Persia, and many other countries. A very pure variety 
is obtainable in the Indian Bazars under the name 
of Amlasa-Gundhak. This variety is almost equal in 
purity to the washed Sulphur of the Pharmacopoeia. 
It is used as a specific in various cutaneous affections, 
and also as a laxative for children. 

Price, 13 annas per lb. 

TAMARINDUS INDICA. 

Tintiukk Amlee, Tentooe. 

The pulp of the fruits of Tamarindus Indica, 
of the natural order Leguminosaj, a native of the 
East and West Indies, is universally used by the 
Natives of India for various domestic purposes, 
especially to prepare tarts and pickles. It daily 
enters, in some form or other, into the composition 
of a Native dish. In famines, the poorer classes eat 
the seeds, after subjecting them to a certain prepara- 
tion, to ft’ee them from their outer testa. 

Medicinal properties . — The pulp of the fruit is arnild 
laxative and refrigerant. Useful iu simple costiveness ; 
but it cannot be relied on where free purging is re-* 
quisite. It promotes the action of sweet puz-gatives, 
as manna zind cassia by combination, but weakens 
that of the resinous ones. The seeds are sometimes 
used by the Native practitioners as an anti-dysenteric 
and tonic. 

An infusion of the leaves is used as an anthelmintic. 

The pulp of the tamaiand quenches thirst, and 
acts as an excellent stomachic. 

Price, I anna per lb. 
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TERMINALIA BELLERICA. 

Behkyea, Bahira. 

The Terminalia Bellerica, of the natural order 
Combretaceae, grows in great abundance in the moun- 
tainous parts of India, and is very common in 
Mysore. The fruit is an astringent, a tonic, and an 
attenuant. It is much used in the Fine Arts as an 
astringent, and as the basis of several colors. 

Price, 1 anna per lb. 


TERMINALIA CHEBULA. 

Huuee-tukee, IIaea, Umbej)-iiek, 

Tlie tree yielding the fruit of the Terminalia Clie- 
bula, of the natural order Combretacew, grows wild in 
the forests of Bengal, and is common in Mysore. The 
fruit is very astringent, and is extensively used 
as a mordant by Native dyers, for its tixing pro- 
perties. 

Medicinal properties . — The dried, unripe fruit — the 
Jangee Hureetukee — acts as a brisk purge. Its ac- 
tion is not attended with griping or vomiting. It is 
one of the three fruits that make the Tri/olla of the 
Koberajes, which is extensively used as a domes- 
tic purgative. The ripe fruit — the Hureetokee of 
our bazars — is very astringent ; it is very useful 
in conjunction with catechu in apthous ulcera- 
tions. 

Dose of the unripe fruit, as a purgative, in pow- 
der, is 1 to 2 drachms witli a little honey. 

Price of ripe variety, 1 anna per lb. 

,, of unripe variety, 2 annas per lb. 
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TIARIDIUM INDICUM. 

Hatee-shooro, Bisturuk. 

The leaves of tlie Tiaridium Tiulicum, of tlie na- 
tural order Boraginaceae, are used as a domestic 
application to irritable ulcers, with much relief. 

Price one anna per lb. 

TRAPA BISPINOSA. 

SlNGARA, PaNIPIIUE. 

The fi'uits of Trapa Bis])inosa and T. Natans, 
of the natural order OnagriacesR, differ from each 
other in their size and number of spines. These 
arc used very largely as an article of food, and when 
tender arc prescriljed to tlie sick as a liglit and 
cooling substance. The people of Cashmere are 
especially fond of tliis article, whiiib forms there 
a I’ich source of revenue to the Government. The 
stalks of tlie fruit are used as coloring agents. The 
dried fruit aliounds in fecula. It fonns one of the im- 
portant articles of Native sick dietary. It is used in 
place of Sago or Tapioca, preference being given to 
it for its taste and flavour. The Chinese also use 
the dried fruits as an article of food. 

Price, 3 annas per lb. — Dried fruit. 

TRICHOSANTHES DIOICA. 

PUEBULL, POTOLE. 

The Trichosanthes Dioica, of tlie natural order 
CucurbitaceiE, is a native of India. 

The whole plant and its pepo are much used by the 
Natives as an article of food; the unripe fruits are 
eaten in curries with great relish ; they are particu- 
larly adapted to weak stomachs, in convalescent cases. 
The fresh twigs and new leaves and the unripe fruits 
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are in great repute with the Kobe raj es and Hakeems. 
Tlie juice* extracted from the fruit, as well as from 
the leaves, is used as a vehicle for various native 
medicines. The plant itself is a wholesome bitter, 
and gives a tone to the system .after protr.acted 
illness. 

Medicinal properties . — Tlie bulbous part of the 
root is a hydragogue cathartic. The root of this 
plant acts like elaferium^ for which it can be substi- 
tuted. An alcoholic e.vti’act of tlie unripe fruit is 
described as a powerful and safe cathartic, in .3 to 5- 
grain doses, repeated every third hour, till the de- 
sired effect is produced. 

Price, 4 .annas j)er lb. — Root. 


TRIGONELLA FCENUMGR/ECUM. 

Matiia, Mitiiek. 

The Tr igonella Famumgiaecum, of the n.atural 
order Leguminosoe, is extensively cultivated all over 
Indi.a. The seed is largely used as a. condiment and 
also administered with advantjige in dysenteric affec- 
tions. The Arabs employ it in poultices ami 
foment.ations. 

Price, 1 annas per lb. 

UNCARIA GAMBIR , — Pale. Catechu, 

Gambiu IvAUxn, Gnata-Kiioyer. 

The ITncaria Gambir, of the natural order Cincho- 
nacea 3 ,is a native of the Indian Archipelago, and yields 
the Gambir Catechu of commerce. Gambir Kuth is 
the extract prepared from the young le<aves and roots 
of this plant, and used by the Malays with betel and 
areca, as catechu is employed in India. There are 
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tM'o different processes followed in the preparation 
of this substance. In some places the young leaves 
and roots are sliced and bruized in water for some 
hours until a feculum is deposited, this is inspissated 
before the sun to a proper consistence, and cast in 
moulds of a circular form. But in others a decoction 
of the leaves is evaporated by fuel and solar heat, 
the product dried being cut into small thin cakes. 
It contains a very large percentage of tannic acid, 
and has been often described, though erroneously, as 
one of the kinos of the druggists. As an astringent 
medicine, it owes its properties to the pi’esence of 
tannic acid. Its uses in the arts also depend entire- 
ly on the same circumstance. 

Price, 6 annas per lb. 

UV/E PASS/E. 

Kishmisii. 

The ripe sun-dried fruit of the IJvae Passac, of the 
natural order Vitaceae, is imported from Cashmere, 
and used largely as an article of food. It is agreeably 
fragi’ant, pulp soft, and very sweet. It enters into 
the composition of compound tinctures of senna 
and cardamoms. The sweetness of the fruit de- 
pends on the presence of grape sugar. The raisins 
are agreeably demulcent; they are only employed 
as flavoring agents. 

Price, 3 annas per Ib. 

VATERIA INDICA.-/«rf«an Copal. 

Copal, Koondrkcum. 

The Vateria Indica of the natural order Diptero- 
carpacese, a native of Malabar, Travancore, and 
Mysore, exudes a gum which constitutes the East 
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Indian Copnl. Before it liai'dens, tlie resin is applied 
and gives a good varnish ; sometimes it is melted by a 
slow heat, is mixed with boiling Linseed oil, and 
tlien used as a varnish. It is the piney gum resin 
of Sfalabar, and can be vei*y well employed in varnish- 
ing pictures and furniture. Its color as obtained in 
the }>azars varies from a greenish shade to a yellow one. 
The East Indian (’opal is sold in English Markets 
as Oum Aninie. C'andles are also manufactured 
from this sul)stance, and, when burnt, diffuse a sweet 
fragrance. Its medicinal properties have been great- 
ly over-rated, and its efficacy in gonorrhoea and other 
venereal affections has been strongly advocated; but 
tliey liave not as yet been tested by experiments. 

” Ih’ice. 1 rupee 4 annas per lb. 


VIOLA ODORATA. 

BaXOI'SIIA. 

The wliolt! plant, Viola (jdorata, of the natural 
order Violaitea-, is sold in a dry state in all the 
bazars of Bengal, and is given in infusion as a 
fliaphoi’ctic in levers. In larger doses, it nauseates, 
and often produces vomiting. Its active properties 
have been .ascribed to a principle which h.ave been 
called Violina^ similar in many respects to emetine^ 
the active principle of Ipecacuanha. The powdered 
pl.ant has also been employed in the preparation of 
Dover’s Powder .in place of Ipecacuanha, but its 
efficacy is less reliable tlian thfit of the other. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 

VITEX NEGUNDO. 

Niugundi. 

The Vitox Negundo, of the natural order Verbe- 
nacea^, growing wild all over Bengal, Deyra Dhoon, 

‘1 
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and many otlier ])arts of India, is a veiy favorite 
medicine of the native matrons. Tlie root is plea- 
santly hitter, ’ and given with advantage in cases 
of intermittent fevers. The dried fruit has been 
employed against worms with alleged success. 
The leaves warmed form a veiy agreeable applica- 
tion to sprains and parts aflbcted with rheumatism. 
A batli medicated with its leaves is used by the 
females after delivery. The dried leaves are 
smoked by the Mahomedans to relieve headache 
and catjirrh. An ointment ]>rcpared from the juice 
of tliese leaves is said to promote the growth 
of hairs. 

Price, 2 annas per lb. 

VITEX TRIFOLIA. 

NrsiirNDA. 

The Vitex Trifolia, of the natural order Verbena- 
cese, is a very common Indian plant, and in medici- 
nal qualities is similar to, though stronger than, the 
foregoing species. The powdered leaves have been 
given with success in cases of intermittent fevers, 
and the flowers are prescribed with lioney in fevers 
accompanied witli vomiting and severe thirst. Pillows 
stuffed with the leaves of this plant are used to curt? 
catarrh and headache. The leaves are considered 
useful as an external application to all rlieumatic 
pains, sprains, Ac. The fruit is employed in amenoi’r- 
luea and many other complaints. , 

Price, 1 anna per lb. 

WAX. — Cera Flava and Alha. 

Moom, Siktiia. 

The wax is a secretion of several species of insects 
of tlie order ITymenoptera, commonly known as 
Honey-bee, with which they construct their Comb 
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known as ])eo-hive. When these hee-hives are melted 
in liot water, the im])tirities of the liive subside, and 
what floats on the surfece of the water, constitutes the 
crude Wax of tlie bazar. They are purified by 
repetition of this process, and by exposure to tlje 
sun, air, and moisture. Two varieties of this sub- 
stance are obtained in the Indian markets, the 
white or bleached and tiie yclloAV. Bees’-wax is 
produced in India in very c-onsideralde quantities, 
and forms an important article of commerce. It is 
the basis of several ointments, and plasters of the 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Pi’ice, 10 annas per lb. 

WRJGHTIA ANTIDYSENTERICA. 

Kookcuek, Indkajau. 

Tin) Wrio'litia Antidysenterica, of the natural 
order Apocj'nacccO, grows wild in tlie hilly districts 
of the Concan, the (xliauts, and some otliei" ])arts of 
India. Its bark, the Oo?ie,s.si hark of Materia Mediira, 
is latter and astringent, and considered a specific 
medicine in dysentei'y and otlier bowel conqilaints, 
in wliicli it has been given, both in. the acute and 
chronic forms, ^vitli remarkable success. A de- 
coction pre])ared Igv lioiling four oimces of the root- 
bark in a ])int of water down to half the quantity, 
is generally prescribed in one i>r t)vo ounce doses, 
and has been found very efiicaciotis even in the 
hcemorrhagic form of the tnalady. Several l>hy- 
sicians, of emirumcc anti rt;pute, have spoken very 
liighly of it, and our own e.xperienire is greatly 
in its favor, ft has also been enq^loyed as a febri- 
fuge, but its efficacyY as such, is still doubtful. It is, 
however, a good bitter tonic. The wood is light 
coloured, and useful for caliinet ami furniture makers. 
The seeds are used for their vermifuge properties, 
and generally administered by tlio Native pliysicians 
in combination with other dings of a similar nature. 
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Wljeh used separately, tliey have also hccvn found 
to succeed very well. Ten per cent, of a medicinal 
oil is yielded hy the seeds. 

Price of barks, (i annas per lb. 
of seeds, 4 annas per lb. 


ZINGIBER OFFICINALE.~0'^ 

Adruk, Ada, Soonta. 

The rhizome of Zingiber Officinale, of the natural 
order Zingiberace®, possesses a penetrating odour, 
and an acrid, pungent, hot, aromatic taste. It is 
extensively cultivated in both the h'ast and West 
Indies and several other countries. The fresli juice 
of ginger is largely used l)y Kobevajcs as a vehicle 
for many of their medicines. It is an aromatic, 
a stimulant, and carminative, and given in llatulcncy, 
dyspepsia, and as an ad junct to ]>m’gative medicines ; 
also as a gargle in relaxed sore-throat. The dried 
ginger {soonta) is powdered and ritlibcd over tlie 
parts affected witli cramps in cholera, and have been 
found to give a great relief. 

Price, G annas pei* lb. — Dried. 

ZINGIBER ZERUMBET. 

Been, Moiiaburkk Buen. 

The Zingiber Zeruml)et, of the natural Order 
Zingiberace®, is found wild in tlic woods about 
Calcutta. The iinder-ground stem of this species 
resembles that of ginger, but is bitter as well as 
aromatic. A bit of the root being placed in the 
mouth is known to allay irritable cough. 

Price, 4 annas per ILn 



ADDEND A. 


CRINUM ASiATiCUM. 


Burko-kanook, Sookiidurson. 

The Criniim Asiaticum, of the natural oriha’ Aina- 
ryllidaceje, is a native of the Concans, the (lhants, 
and Java. In Bengal, C. Toxieariuin, which, {iccord-^ 


ing to Sir W. B. O’Shaughnessv, is a mere variety of 
the former, grows wild, and in great abundance. But 
Drs. Roxburgh and Bidie are inclined to consider 
them as quite different species, though both of tliem 
tnay be possessed of similar medicinal properties. 
Sir W. B. O’Sliaughnessy was induced, by Dr. Horse- 
field’s account of its emetic virtucss, to subject this 
article to a trial, and found it a very valuable 
addition to the Xative Materia M(Mlica. Tliere is 


some doubt, however, about the species employed by 
that gentleman, as lie mentions both of them indis- 
criminately in his valualile worlv, the Bengal Dis- 
pensatoiy. The iusiform poi-tion <d' the bulb, the 
bulb itself, and the colorless and sheathing bases of 
the leaves are of a somewh.at narcotic hea vv odour, 
and act in the recent state as a ready emetic. Tlie 
fresh plant bruised into a paste and sifueezed tlirough ' 
cloth, yields a juice wliicli excites vomiting after 
a few minutes ; in smaller dos(!S it is nauseant and 
diaphoretic. No jinfavourable result ever ensued 
from its use. The diled roots ai-e also an elKcient 
emetic, but require to be given in double doses 
of the recent article. Tlie bruised loaves, mixed up 
with castor oil, ai’e applied in form of a poultice to 
whitlows, and the juice is drojiped into the ears in 
ear-ache. The waterv or alcoholic extract having 
been found uncertain in action, a syrup may be used 
Avhich retains all the active virtiu's of the drug. 

Price, 1 cjuias per lb. 
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OUEUM JECORIS PISCIS , — Madras fish oil. 

, Matciiak Tel. 

The oil obtained from the liver of various special 
of Raidaj and of the Carcliaris Vuli>;aris and C. 
Glaucns, which abound in Calicut, has been used for 
a long time in Hospitals and Charitable Dispensaries 
throughout India in place of Cod-liver oil. It has 
a very disagreealde smell and nauseous taste, Avhich 
make it often very offensive to weak stomachs. But 
Dr. Bidie has ascertained, after extensive observa- 
tion, that if fresh liver is employed in the prepara- 
tion of the oil, the product lieconies much more 
pleasant and agreeable, lb is manutactiu'ed by boil- 
ing it in water, and a very large qu.'vntity* of it 
is annually exported by the Madras Commissariat 
to the Bengal Presidency. Through the kindness 
of Dr. Buckle, the Medical Store-keeper, Ave are 
in a position confidently to state, that the (piantity 
annually consumed varied during the last few years 
from 1,800 to 2,000 lbs. It contains, like the Cod-liver 
oil, iodine, brcnnine, chlorine, and phosphorous com- 
bined in an easily assimilable animal oil, and to the 
j)resenco of all these properties the beneficial effects 
'of the oil are attri))uted. It can 1)e employed as a 
demulccmt and nutrient, and is most efficient in 
Scrofulous diseases, glandular enlai’gements, diseases 
of the joints, tabes, mesenterica, rickets, and clironi(i 
rheumatism, and generally in all cluonic cas(‘s of 
impaired digestion, assimilation, and nutrition. In 
phthisis pulmonalis, its use has been attended Avith 
very successful* results. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. 


* Tlie annual aiuount of roccipt in the Bengal Medical St<jre is 
2, .'500 lbs. . 
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ONOSMA ECHIOIDES. 

Ruttun-.tuta, Lall-jubee, Maiia-bunoa. 

Tlie plant Onosma Echioides, of the natural order 
Borag-iiiacea;, is a native of North India, especially of 
the Himalayas, and yields, like tlie Ancliusa Tinc- 
toria or the Alkanet root of tlie English Market, a 
red principle, which is used to impart a he.autiful 
red dye to oleaginous suhstaiices. My friend and 
colleague, Suh-assistant Surgeon. Tameez Khan, in- 
forms me that the coloring material is sold in the 
annual fair lield at Baug-esh-slior, near Almoi’ah, 
and that the people of this jilace value it so much 
that they cxcliange with it the raw produce and 
other articles which they bring from the plains.. It is 
generally knoAvn tliere under tlie name of Lall-Juree, 
Imt is sold in tlie bazars here under that of 
liutliun-juta. It has been noticed both by Sir 
W. B. O’Shaughncssy and Dr. Boyle as tlie Maha~ 
liimga^ but it cannot be obtained under that name. 

Price, 8 annas per lb. — Ruttun-juta. 


POLANASIA ICOSANDRA. 

lioOUnOORYA, CaOKlE-AJOOAIN. 

The Polanasia Icosandra, of tlie natural order 
Capparidaceai, grovi s Avild all over Bengal and many 
other parts of India. It has been described under 
the various appellations of Cleome Viscosa, C. Do- 
decandria, C. Icosandiia, and Polanasia Icosandra. 
The plant jjossesses an acrid taste resembling that 
of mustard, and is eaten by certain classes of the 
Natives among otlicr herbs as a salad. The seeds 
of the plant sold under the name of Chorie-ajooain 
are pungent, and considered anthelmintic, carmina- 
tive, and stimulant. When subjected to very power- 
ful pressure, they yield a light liinpid oil. The fresh 
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jnioe of tlio Jea VOS is heated and dropped into the 
oar to relieve ear-ache. Tlie leaves bruised and 
applied to the skin act as a counter-irritant, and in 
delicate constitutions as a vesicant. The roots are 
also given for their vermifuge properties. 

J’rice, lialf anna per lb. 


SAPONIS.— ■Swnp. 

8aiutn. 

The Soap manufactured in India is available all 
over the counti’y at a veiy cheap co.st, and largely 
consumed by washermen for cleansing clothes. The 
ingredients employed in its preparation are the 
mjeentatee (an im})urc ('arhonate of Soda described 
before), shell-lime, and some oleaginous substance. 
In Bengal, cocoanut oil is used, hut in some places 
cow’s suet is substituted. It is strongly alkaline, 
and a very ])owerfiil detergent. 

Price, 1 anna per II). 

VALERIANA HARDWICKII. 

'Jh.G-GUR, SmITMI'X). 

' The Valeriana Ilardvvickii, of the natural order 
Valerianacese, is a very common shrub in and about 
the hills of Almorah. The root, under the name of 
Shumeo, is burnt in that part of India as an incense 
in religious ceremonies. It is exported in very large 
cjuantities to the plains, where it is to be had under 
the name of Tug-gur. It is chiefly used to impart 
an aroma to tobacco. It resembles very much the 
Valeriana Juta-mangshi and Valei’iana officinalis in 
its medicinal pi'operties, and can be prescribed in 
their stead with equal benefit. I am indebted to 
Sub- Assistant Surgeon Tameez Khan for the above 
particulars. 

Price, 4 annas pel* lb. 



APPENDIX 


VEGETABLE OIL. 

■ Many of the oils included in this list were un- 
known l)efore, and have only been extracted by 
me here from several indigenous seeds from their 
known medicinal virtues, in the hope that the oils 
extracted from them will possess erpial properties. 
It yet, however, remains to be seen by experiment 
Iiow far that expectation may be realized. 



rianta. 


PentC'Hlmal 


gravity. 

yitjld. 

Akroot oil, (Nut) 

... Aleurites triloba 



13 

Almond oil 

. , . A m Y.ffdalia communis . . . 

0 D180 

13 

Almond oil, (Indian) 

. . . Ti'i'ininalia cattapa 

— 

5 

Bnkul seed oil 

... Mil nil sops elcn^i 

y.... 

13 

Bassia oil 

... Bassia latifolia 

0-9727 

30-^35 

Belatee koomra seed oil 

... (/ueurbita (?) 

— 

17 

Bon oil 

... Morinija pterygosperma 

— 

— 

Bonduc nut oil 

... < j nil andina bonduc 

— 

•— 

Cabbage seed oil 

... Brassica oleracca 

.. 


Cupula seed oil 

... Bottlcra tinctoria 

— 

’ 

Cashew nut oil, kernel 

... Anacurdium occidentale 

00 160 

10-~.l(i 

„ crust 

... Ditto ditto 

— 

10 

(^nstnr oil 

.... Kicinus communis 

0D6n 

, 28 — 3;> 

(^liaulmoogra seed oil 

... Gynocardia odorxita .., 

0-9()ld 

1 o — 25 

Cocoanut oil 

... Cocos nucifera 

0-9288 

40 

<k>ttoh seed oil 

. . Gossy pium herbaceum . . . 

— 

20 

Oess seed oil 

... Bepidium sativum 

0D240 

20 

(vucumber seed oil 

. . . Cucurbita pepo 

0-9231 

10 

Dhatura seed oil 

... Datura fatuosa 

— 

— 

Fennel flower seed 
or kalazira oil 

oil 

... jSfifjella satlva 


10 

Carlic oil 

... Allium sativum 



Ground nut oil 

... Arachis liypogtea 

.0.9242 

33I43 


Iloorlioorya seed oil ... rolonisia ieosaiidra 





riauts.^' • V 


Indrojub seed oil 

Wrightia antidysenterica — 

10 

Linseed oil . 

Linum usitatiisimum ... 0-9347 ' 

‘27 

Markiiij? nut oil, kerne) . . . 

SeiUecarpus anacardiuiu — - 

7 


Ditto ditto ... — - 


Mustard seed oil 

Sin apis nigra ... 0*9160 

33 

Myrabolan oil 

Terminalia cliebula ... — 

•2 

Nall or oil 

Mesua ferrea ... — 



Neeni seed oil 

Azadiraelita indica ... — 

10 


Oleander seed oil 

... Neriumt thevetia ... * — 

5 

Orange seed oil 

... Citrus aurantiuni — 

17 

l\*sta oil 

■ 

40 

Physic nut oil , 

.. Jatropha purgans ... — 

30 

Poppy oil 

... Papaver somiiiferum ... 0 9243 

50 

Kadilil| seed oil, or 

^loola 


seed oil 

... Raplianus sativas ... 0.9187 

13? 

Safflower oil 

(Jartbamus ttnctorius ... — 



Soap berry oil 

... »%pindus emarginatus ... — 


Sunllower seed oil 

... llelianthus animus, et 



: percnnis ... 0*9262 

10 

Tea seed oil 

. . Tliea veridis et boliea ... — , . 

■ 

Teel oil 

... Sessainum Orfentale 0*9253 ^ 

40 

'riiistle oil 

... Ai^emone maxicana ... *— 

— 

^robacco seed oil 

... Nicotiana, tabacuui ... 0*9232 

.* — 

Turnip seed oil 

... ... — . 

20 
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